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Burrillville pulls
students from
controversial
charter school

Despite expansion plans, RISE Prep
loses backing of second feeder town

By STELLALORENCE

slorence@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET -
Burrillville Town Coun-
cil members voted two
weeks ago to stop sending
students to the RISE Prep
Mayoral Academy but it’s
unclear whether they will
be able to do that and how
it will affect the Woonsock-
et Education Department.

In the past two years,
RISE Prep has gotten ap-
proval from the Rhode Is-
land Department of Edu-
cation to expand to a high
school, which will accept
its first freshman class next
school year, and a second
K-8 campus, both located
in Woonsocket. The school
would add about 100 new
seats each year until all
three campuses are ful-
ly enrolled with 940 new
seats in fiscal year 2036.

When RIDE approved
that  expansion, North
Smithfield Town Adminis-
trator Paul Zwolenski did
not provide a letter of sup-
port for the proposal. As a

result, RIDE recommended
that no new North Smith-
field students be enrolled in
the new elementary school
and only those currently
enrolled be allowed to at-
tend the new high school.
The town is still allowed
to send new students to the
flagship campus.

North Smithfield’s di-
minished participation
in the mayoral academy
is different from Burrill-
ville’s decision to pull
back, Woonsocket School
Committee member Lynn
Kapiskas said. Howev-
er the legal implications
are not yet clear, she said,
since state law requires that
at least two municipalities
must enroll students at a
mayoral academy.

“RISE classrooms will
soon be filled with only
students from Woonsock-
et,” she said.

Burrillville’s  decision
comes on the tail of RIDE’s
approval for RISE Prep to
lift the cap on
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Woonsocket students at its
flagship campus. The cur-
rent campus enrollment is
capped at 50% for Woon-
socket students and 50%
for Burrillville and North
Smithfield, but the oth-
er towns have fallen short
of that threshold, leaving
empty seats, while Woon-
socket accrues a waitlist.

RIDE granted the ap-
proval over the strenuous
objection of the Woon-
socket School Committee,
which noted in a fiscal im-
pact statement submitted to
the department that lifting
the cap could cost the dis-
trict up to $15 million by
the time all if the new RISE
Prep campuses are fully
enrolled with Woonsocket
students.

Both Woonsocket’s ob-
jection to the expansion
and the lifted enrollment
cap and Burrillville’s deci-
sion to pull out stem from
the same concern that send-
ing students to RISE Prep
siphons funding away from
the municipality’s tradi-
tional public schools. The
state’s funding formula for
education aid has per-stu-
dent aid “following” the
student if they move out of
district.

“When five students
leave one of our class-
rooms to go to RISE, we
cannot simply close the ex-
isting classroom where 25
students remain,” Kapiskas
said. “Woonsocket students
are our students, whether
they are part of the 5400-
plus students attending our
conventional schools or the
400-plus students attending
RISE Mayoral Academy.”

Woonsocket Education
Department Finance Di-
rector Bray Peryea told the
committee that Woonsock-
et currently sends about
360 students to RISE Prep
and pays about $1,200 in
tuition to the mayoral acad-
emy. The cost rises, how-
ever, the following fiscal
year when those students
are officially removed from
WED’s enrollment num-
bers, lowering the state
aid to the district by about

aid, and is expecting to
send 84 next year, Burrill-
ville Public Schools Super-
intendent Michael Sollitto
told the Town Council.
“There is a dispropor-
tionate effect, I believe, a
disadvantage to the town
of Burrillville with regards
to how many of our chil-
dren are going to the RISE
Academy,” Council Presi-
dent Donald Fox said. “In
looking at this it’s become
clear that I believe the

ourselves from that agree- current students, including

ment.” those who would be new
He clarified that current students.
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