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Mvr, Academy Street, 1973, December, Lawre

and Fran Black have just bought a cosy, hidden
basement. Young and in love, they couldn't be more
excited to start working on their new restaurant,
Fouters.

Avr agaln, Acodemy Steet, 2019, Decemiber, Diavid Storele
steps into the same basement, fuelled by excitement. From now
on thiv s his pub, The Smoking Goat.

Two businesses, thriving ln the same bullding, almost 50 yvears
berween their opening dates, but the story goes back even
further, The bosement used to be o bank vault, cenruries ngo,
"Robert Burms used o walk by the fromt door on his way 1o ihe
wine merchont,” Lawrie explains with excitement. "In Academy
Street, were the Whighames of Ave, who have been there lor 250
yenrs, and Robert Burns bought his whisky and ports there,"

Pack in The Smuoking Goat, the Rlocks often visit David and
reminisce. " Uhey come in and they are very supportive ol what
1 am doing. They see thelr old restaurnit becpuse the outline of
it in still there, they feel the history and the memories when they
k L the place," he explains,

The inside of the basement may not hove changed much, but
outslde, few remained the same. "Ayr was a thriving county
townt [in the 1970s-00x]. We used to get some of the county
il i, on Tuesdoys, when 4t wak market doay, Teowos o Cairly

pisperous, nice ploce,” sayvs Fran, Fouters quickly becaime o

fwvoarite of the residents, serving Taliom und French cuisine,
which was unique to the town's hospitality industry,

Tarnud

The fresh, homeconked [ood, served to be enjoved with jugs of
house wine, was o staple of the commumity for 30 years, Lowrie
and Fran stll run mto families in Ayr, whao tell them abow
their memaories of Fouters, "We ollen hear stories ahout young
couples coming in for thelr first date, to have lasapne and wine
in the eandlelight," Lawele remembors, "We got to know these
people and whenever they would decide to ger married, they
would come in for an engagement party and loter they would
come in and celebrate anniversaries,"

The Smoking Goat may not have slmilar stories vet, ane year
after openmng, but David s confident i s success, "T think Ayr
150 grrent town, 10 s grest potentisl, The community is good,
evervone shicks together and everyhidy knows evervhody" The
Smvking Goat, being Ave's only basement bar, wis beginning (o
pick up before the pandemic, and David's goal §s o lacrease it
populariey even more post-COVID,

I npother 30 years, it is impossible to tell what kind of business
will run from the old bank voult, " lope it will be o pub,”
David says. " 1his bullding ls 90 unique s o restaurant or bar,
Ay docsn’t have anything clse likee this, I would be sad to see It
wnan offee bublding.”

Whaoever may step in the footsteps of Fouters and The Smoking

Crovat, will be blessed o discover the incredible history within
thiose walls,
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