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Liquid gold

Collecting whisky doesn’t just mean adding
some interesting tipples to your drinks
cabinet — it could be a lucrative investment
opportunity, too. Words: Leanne Macardle

ave you ever thought about
turning your love of fine
whisky into a profitable

venture? Whisky is growing
in popularity as an alternative
investment, and with good reason.

The market for luxury whisky
investment is booming, and if you've
already got an enviable whisky
collection, you could be halfway
there. The returns can be well worth
it — whisky typically rises in value
over time, often the rarer the better.

“The demand for rare single
malts can sometimes ensure a nice
nest egg if you are prepared to
look long-term,” explains Patrick
Reid, investment expert at Adamis
Principle. “Most conventional
investments require five-to-seven
years, but holding precious alcohol
may take a lot longer.”

If you're ready for the long haul,
then returns can be lucrative,
offering anything up to 13% every
year, he says. And if you choose
particularly wisely, “a single bottle
could fetch up to double at auction™.

The tax benefits are worth
mentioning, too. Since HMRC
classes whisky as a ‘wasting asset’,
capital gains tax is not normally
payable on any profits you make.
There may be exceptions, though,
50 it’s always wise to consult a tax
expert for the complete picture.

CASKS OR BOTTLES?

“Casks are a favourite for the ‘serious
investor’, but they both hold their
value,” says Patrick.

Many investors begin with trading
rare or vintage bottles, but may
expand to cask investment at a later
date, though this brings with it
additional considerations — which
distillery do you use, and what type
of cask? How long will you need to
let it mature for, and what happens
when it’s time to bottle it?

Ultimately, the choice between
casks and bottles will often come
down to personal preference. “If
you have a cellar, there’s nothing
quite like a bottle as a showpiece,”
says Patrick. He adds that, if you're
not planning on reselling, “maybe
you can open it for your guests. A
bottle is a fraction of the cost [of the
cask] and still creates magic in the
faces of the people as they watch you
lovingly open it.”

MAKING THE MOST OF IT
There are more ways to make the
most of your whisky collection than

adding ice. “The important thing

to remember is to manage your
expectations and risk profile,” says
Patrick. “Whisky, much like fine
wine or art, shouldn’t be bought for
investment reasons only. You have to
love the thing you are buying.”

But it’s important to be mindful
of the downsides, too. You'll
need to have or source suitable
storage facilities (casks often
require additional storage fees at
the distillery) and be prepared for
the small danger of the whisky
becoming perishable.

If you’re investing in casks, there’s
also the ‘angels’ share’ to consider:
the small amount of liquid that will
evaporate each year. Returns aren’t
guaranteed either and, as with any
investment, doing your research
is key, so you know what’s selling
well. “If all that’s factored in, it truly
can be a drop of the gold stuff,”
concludes Patrick.
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ATTIVO

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL PLANNERS
Attivo gives its clients independent,
clear and straightforward advice
that supports them to achieve the
lifestyle they want. For corporate
clients, Attivo’s Financial Planning
Review is personalised for every
business, helping you to protect
yours better. Attivo is authorised
and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority. Find out more at
attivo.co.uk

TRUFE

MORTGAGE SPECIALISTS

Mortgage Switch is a hassle-free
service that reviews your current
mortgage against the whole of
market. A free mortgage review with
one of trufe's advisors could save
you time and money. A qualified,
independent mortgage advisor will
discuss which option is right for you.
Get started at trufe.co.uk/switch

ATTIVO

KOMAO MEDICAL

LONDON MEDICAL CLINIC

Private medical centre Komao
Medical specialises in hair transplant
surgery, platalet rich plasma (PRP)
scalp treatments, joint injections
and facial treatments,as well as
treatments for excessive sweating,
migraines and teeth grinding. Get 25%
off quoting BK2108Z at komao.org.uk,
until 1 August 2022.

RIAA BARKER
GILLETTE

LAW FIRM

RIAA Barker Gillette helps clients
navigate divorce. Today, most clients
don't want to go to court, so lawyers
are coming up with new ways to help
them reach an amicable settlement.
Learn more at riaabarkergillette.com/
uk/divorce-landscape

UPPER CANADA UK

STRENGTH HOUSE
PERSONAL TRAINING COMPANY
Strength House offers a bespoke
personal training service, starting
with a full-body biomechanics
assessment to pinpoint weaknesses
and strengths. Quote STRENGTH25 to
get 25% off your initial assessment
at strengthhouse.co.uk, until 1
September 2022.

UPPER CANADA UK
BEAUTY BRAND

Enjoy the benefits of essential oils
with Upper Canada UK’s products.
The range can bring calm, energise,
de-stress, balance and help you
sleep well. All are available to buy at
aromahome.com— prices start from
£12.95 for wax melts, £24.95 for reed
diffusers and £29.95 for candles.

T

FROST BOOKS AND
ARTIFACTS OF
SCARBOROUGH

BOOKSHOP

This working cooperative in Yorkshire
sells, restores and rebinds more than
6,000 third-party owned and original
rare books dating to the 16th century.
The bookshop features novels from
authors such as Charles Dickens and
JK Rowling. Browse them at f-b-a.com

HEALTH COACHES
ACADEMY

HEALTH COACH TRAINING ACADEMY
Are you fascinated with nutrition
and using natural methods to stay
healthy? Then consider a career

as a health coach. Get qualified

in less than a year with training

at Health Coaches Academy. Visit
healthcoachesacademy.com

TECADEC

PORTABLE WORKSTATION

Tecadec enables professionals who
want to work from home and need

a large monitor to replicate their
office computer setup. When packed
down, the large integrated monitor
is really well-protected, while there’s
ample space for your keyboard and
other essential accessories. Contact
enquiries@tecadec.com




