The wonders of
WORD NERDS

iPlayer Curation Team

BlBJC



The role of Word Nerds
Selling iPlayer content in 180 characters

What do we aim to do? How do we do this?

* Get across the style and tone of the programme » Watch clips and extracts

 Speak to a programme’s audience — oftenin a » Read previews and reviews
more informal tone than audiences might expect « Examine the wider promotion
of the BBC

o . * Use our knowledge of the archive
* Highlight major talent on and off-screen + Nick ideas from everyone and everywhere
* Ensure consistent promotion across the BBC

 Help programmes have a life beyond TX

« Offer a fresh angle on older programmes

B EE PLAYER



Why do we do this?

Meeting the audience’s expectations

BlBjC

“Our audience are increasingly choosing to watch on
BBC iPlayer. We need to provide them with the
information they need to make exciting programme
choices when they get there.

“How we describe each programme is becoming
ever more crucial to its success in a very competitive
environment.”

Charlotte Moore

“When users are seeking specific information on
content to watch, they’re looking for exciting, light
touch information on a large number of
programmes. In depth information is then used on a
smaller number of things that are being more
seriously considered.”

BBC UX



M e d i u m b r an d BLAVER Channels +  Categories « AZ :V Y P VS ——
synopses |

Crime Drama

Snowfall

The medium brand synopsis is now [
extremely prominent on the
programme’s playout page. It

should summarise the whole show m + Add

in 180 characters.

Series 4: 10. Fight or Flight (45 mins)

Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Series 5
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A world without Word Nerds

A dull and featureless landscape

Quite often, medium brand synopses are treated as simply that — a bland synopsis with a dull description of
what happens in the programme.
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one Gareth Edwards’ Great Welsh Adventure

On iPlayer
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Word Nerds in Action
Recent work

B EME iPLAYER



Distinctive dramas

Drama

Best Interests

A family faces a choice no parent w
chilc esperately ill, v
Heartbreaking drama with Shar

Series 1: Episode 1 (58 mins)

[[] Start watching + Add

BlBjC



Distinctive dramas

Crime Drama

Lost: Those Who Kill

I'he past always catches up with you. Reeling from her last case,

Louise Bergstein is on the trail of a murderer - has she got the

uraere
right suspect? Scandi-noir with a killer twist.

Series 1: Episode 1 (44 mins)

m ' Add
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Distinctive dramas

Drama

Champion

Sibling rivalry never sounded so epic. Candice Carty-Williams's
electrifying drama of family and fame, with an original

soundtrack from the biggest names in black British music.

Series 1: 1. Champion versus Champion (44 mins)

BlBjC



Quirky comedy

Comedy

The Power of Parker

Stockport,1990. Wannabe business guru Martin Parker has a
perfect life and a flash car. But wife Diane and mistress Kath

could put a spanner in the works. Comedy with Sian Gibson.

Series 1: 1. Two Soaps and a Talc (30 mins)

[([Z] Start watching + Add

B EE PLAYER




Quirky comedy

Comedy

Colin from Accounts

Two single(ish) people, brought together by fate, a car

accident... and an injured dog. Warm-hearted Aussie rom-com

about a flawed, funny couple getting it all utterly wrong.

Series 1: 1. The Flash (32 mins)

[[] Start watching + Add

B EE PLAYER




Quirky comedy

Comedy

Black Ops

Series 1: Episode 1 (26 mins)

[[Z] Start watching

B EE PLAYER
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Compelling documentaries

Documentary

Paranormal: The Girl, the
Ghost and the Gravestone

Once Britain's most haunted house, a remote Welsh farm faced

relentless, terrifying events. Sceptic Sian Eleri delves into the

mystery - and questions all she thought she knew.

Series 1: Episode 1 (29 mins)

[[Z] Start watching + Add

B EE PLAYER




Compelling documentaries

Documentary

Body on the Beach: What
Happened to Annie?

Her death was reported as suicide, but her family believes it was
murder. How did Annie Bérjesson die? Journalist Hazel Martin

looks for the truth in a storm of secrecy.

Series 1: 1. The Body (29 mins)

[[] Start watching - Add

B EE PLAYER




Compelling documentaries

Science & Nature

Earth

Series 1: 1. Inferno (58 mins)

[[] Start watching
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Easy-going entertainment

Entertainment

Only Connect

Deliciously devious and maddeningly

he brain-teasin

Series 18: 27. Third Place Play-Off (29 mins)

B EE PLAYER

16



Easy-going entertainment

Entertainment

The Traitors

Get them before they get you. 22 strangers, one castle, £120k -
Claudia Winkleman hosts the ultimate reality game of trust and

treachery. Let the mind games begin.

Series 1: Episode 1 (58 mins)




Easy-going entertainment

Entertainment

RuPaul's Drag Race UK

Mama Ru presides as fabulous queens aim to be the UK's next
Drag Race superstar. Who will dazzle the celeb judges and the

amazing Michelle Visage? Join the party, squirrel friends!

Next episode
Series 3: Episode 2 (70 mins)

[[Z] Start watching - Add

B EE PLAYER




Archive gems

Comedy

The Fast Show

The classic series... whic

Series 1: Episode 4 (29 mins)

» 17 mins left + Add

BlBjC
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Archive gems

Comedy

Keeping Up Appearances

Social-climbing snob Hyacinth Bucket (sorry, 'Bouquet') is

ned to lord it over her

suffering husband and family wouldn't keep dragging her down.

Series 1: 1. Daddy's Accident (29 mins)

[[] Start watching + Add

BlBjC
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Archive gems

Comedy

Look Around You

Write that down in your copybook now. All you need to know
about water, maths and ghosts. Peter Serafinowicz and Robert
Popper's sublime, slow-burn spoof of science TV.

Series 1: 1. Maths (9 mins)

[[B] Start watching + Add

BlBjC 21



Reasons to Watch

Reasons to Watch summarise a show in 90 characters. As part of hero promos they are the first opportunity
iPlayer has to sell a programme to the audience - so they need to be intriguing, distinctive and memorable.

Ultimate Wedding
Planner

New episodes every Tuesday

[[Z] Watch now

S
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Reasons to Watch

The Reasons to Watch text is also the audience’s first impression of iPlayer, so adding wit and humour helps
illustrate iPlayer’s quirky, passionate personality.

MasterChef " Celebrity
Hieme i o. Nine cooks ty = MasterChef

Y'a

New episodes every week

[[E] Watch now "N New episodes every week
: § [[Z] Watch now

B EE PLAYER



Reasons to Watch

across iPlayer

In addition to its appearance on hero promos, the iPlayer Editorial Team also write RtWs for several dozen
programmes a week across all channels and genres. This allows us to override audience-unfriendly metadata (eg
“Series 1 Episode 1”) with more effective and appealing information and promotion.
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3 BBC One  Sat World Triathlon Series 22 Sport m001p927 At Roker Beach in Sunderland 28 At Roker Beach in Sunderland as the quest for th
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WORD NERDS

Vicky Dolan Helen Groom Claire McGinn Steve Williams Danielle Felix

BlBJC
IPLAYER



