
 

Since its publication in 1996, Aku Karya Sumanjaya has become one of Indonesia's most popular humor books, selling more than 650,000 copies only in the Indonesian language. When translated into English it became an international sensation. With wit and panache, this legendary Indonesian humorist delves into the idiosyncrasies of life in his homeland, celebrating cultural quirks that are often
denied or condemned by outsiders. He offers a hilarious look at some of the bizarre but profitable industries - from toilet paper manufacturers to old-fashioned craftsmen - that have thrived on the fertile ground of Indonesia's poverty for centuries. Brother and sister, with their own opposing styles of life, become the bickering pair at the center of Sumanjaya's famed "roman dari bangku sekolah".
Sumanjaya provides a look into his creative genius as he doles out some of the many gags that have earned him a reputation as an unparalleled humorist. In his own words, "Aku Karya Sumanjaya" is a gleeful voyage through Indonesia's cultural past and present. "I began it on a whim one night when I couldn't sleep. I didn't expect for it to go beyond two or three pages." "I never intended to write
novels. The book was written so I could amuse myself." "I'm a pretty carefree person, and if it makes me laugh, people laugh. The book has really got popular." "My unofficial motto is 'There's an art to living'. If you know how to live, you're able to easily move forward in life. It's that simple. And that's what I've tried to portray through Aku Karya Sumanjaya." "I really can't stop thinking about books
like this one and The Hunger Games... These types of books make me feel like they were all aimed at me. But they weren't - I'm just lucky. If you were to ask me how I managed to give birth to something like this, I wouldn't know what to say. It just happened naturally, so there's no point talking about it." "I can't even begin to tell you how many of these books are sold. It's sold in pretty much every
bookshop across the nation. I'm not sure if that's because people are planning on using it as toilet paper, but hey - that can be a good thing!" "There was some stuff that I said in the book that didn't go down well with my wife or kids. But it's there, in the book. I'm happy with that." "I'm really fond of classical music. It's something that I've liked ever since I was a child. I definitely wouldn't say that I'm
a gifted musician, but it's something that comes naturally to me. I listen to it all the time at home to try and get inspiration for my writing." Akira: "What do you want to be when you grow up?" Shota: "I don't want to become anything." Akira: "You must study hard and go on to become somebody great!" Shota: "No thanks, mom! Please leave me alone...
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