
Kolkata: The Nitish-Lalu-
Modi debate is no more con-
fined to Bihar only. Kolkata,
home to many migrant wor-
kers from neighbouring Bi-
har and Jharkhand, is an in-
tegral part of  it. While some
plan to visit home during
the elections, some might
not make it this time —
mostly due to financial
crunch. 

Ajit Kumar, a resident of
Nawada district, runs a ro-
adside kiosk selling sattu in
central Kolkata. Ajit is set
to leave for home on April 18
and plans to get back to
work by April 22. “I plan my
visits on an election year so
that I get to see my family

for a few days
as well. But
the visit is
short this ye-
ar as I had just
been back ho-
me when my

granddaughter fell ill,” he
added. 

While Ajit will still stay
a few days at home, Rakesh
Kumar, a paan shop owner
in eastern Kolkata’s Saltla-
ke area, will be on a whirl-
wind visit to Darbhanga
from May 12 to May 14. “I ha-
ve recently brought my wife
and two kids to Kolkata.
Both my children, an 8-year-
old son and a 15-year-old
daughter now study in a
school in Kolkata. It is still a
new city for them. I will ha-
ve to come back early for

their sake,” he said. 
A resident of  Samasti-

pur, which also goes to elec-
tion on May 13, Madan
Singh said they can’t afford
to keep their paan shop shut
so while he will go back ho-
me and vote, his brother
Manoj will be back in Kolka-
ta to manage their shop.
“We are going through so-
me financial issues right
now and cannot keep the
shop shut for even a day,” he
said. 

Subhash Yadav is one of
those who would not be able
to go home to vote. Jha is a
rickshaw-puller in north
Kolkata and has been in Kol-
kata for over 40 years now. “I
have gone back home to vote
on most years for the first
20-25 years. But now I hard-
ly make enough to sustain
my nuclear set-up here. Vi-
siting home once a year is a

luxury,” added the Darb-
hanga resident. 

Manoj Kumar Rajak,
who works as a driver in
Kolkata, said he feels it is
important to exercise his
right to vote. He feels the
govt has provided many
amenities in recent years
but there are still some issu-
es that need resolution —
job opportunities being one
of  them. 

“The govt has built good
roads, and infrastructure
and made many services av-
ailable,” he said. But Rajak
also feels no one should ha-
ve to stay away from family
to earn a living. “If  I had
work in Hazaribagh would I
stay here? Never. There sho-
uld be more opportunities
made available to us so that
we do not have to leave our
families behind,” said the
father of  two. 

Just 500km to vote but
some won’t make it 
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A rickshaw-puller in Kolkata
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Jamshedpur: Chief  mini-
ster (CM) Champai Soren,
who is also the vice-president
of  JMM, on Saturday urged
the booth-level workers to set
aside differences, if  any, and
unite in support of  the party
candidate. He also directed
them to visit every household
before May 13, when the
Singhbhum (ST) Lok Sabha
constituency goes to polls. 

The CM presided over two
meetings with the party
members at Gamharia block
and one at Adityapur on the
first day of  his three-day tour
to his assembly constituency,
Seraikela, to review the pre-
parations for the upcoming
elections. 

Addressing the workers,
the CM said, “Comprehensi-
ve information about the wel-
fare schemes and the develop-
ment programmes launched
and implemented by the state
govt should reach every hou-

sehold. Besides, the employ-
ment schemes should be con-
veyed to young voters.” He ci-
ted the pension scheme for
all, the 1932 Khatiyan policy,
75 per cent job reservation for
locals in private organisa-
tions, and a housing scheme
for economically weaker sec-
tions.

A member, who attended
the meeting in Gamharia, sa-
id, “Motivating the party wor-
kers to put up a united fight,
the CM said strong booth ma-
nagement would ensure the
win of  the party candidate.” 

The president of  JMM’s
Seraikela-Kharsawan dis-
trict, Shuvendu Mahato, said
the CM attacked BJP during

the Adityapur meeting for
the latter’s misuse of  central
agencies to target the opposi-
tion parties and implicate po-
pular leaders belonging to
the opposite camp. Calling
upon the party workers to ex-
pose the saffron party, Cham-
pai noted that there was a gro-
wing sympathy for former
CM Hemant Soren, who has
been in jail since February 1
in a false land scam case.

INDIA bloc has fielded
JMM’s Manoharpur MLA Jo-
ba Majhi, while BJP has pla-
ced its hope on MP Geeta Ko-
da, who had joined hands
with Narendra Modi after de-
serting Congress on Februa-
ry 26.

Says BJP-Led
Govt Misused

Central Agencies

Champai canvasses
for Joba in Seraikela

Chief minister Champai Soren chairs a meeting of JMM workers at a
hotel in Adityapur on Saturday
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Tamar: Many of  the Central
govt schemes for the welfare
of  common man are not see-
ing the light of  the day in
Jharkhand as the present
JMM-Congress-RJD maha-
gathbandhan regime has be-
en creating hurdles since
2019, alleged Union minister
and BJP candidate for Khunti
parliamentary constituency
(ST) Arjun Munda.

The agriculture minister
who has been on a whirlwind
tour of  his constituency eve-
ryday since his name was an-
nounced by the party in the
first list visited Tamar, a place
known for producing quality
tomatoes. Talking to TOI, he
said, "Modi is committed to
developing each and every in-
dividual, especially the poor,
downtrodden and women.

But due to the lack of  a doub-
le-engine government in the
state since 2019, most of  the
projects sanctioned by the
Centre are being put in cold
sack by the earlier Hemant
govt and now the Champai
govt."

Hurdles are being put up
in land acquisition for vario-
us projects, he added. Giving
examples, the former chief
minister allaged, "Centre
wanted to open more aided

schools in the state so that tri-
bal populations get better
education in their own villa-
ges but the state govt is not co-
operating." He pointed out
that more medical colleges
need to be opened for students
here so that the quality of  he-
alth care goes up in national
ranking but here, too, the sta-
te is not ready to help.

He pointed out Khunti, on-
ce a Maoist-hit neglected
area, now boasts of  residenti-
al schools for girls and availa-
bility of  clean drinking water
even during summer. Notably,
Ajun Munda is contesting the
seat second time in a row aga-
inst Congress' Kali Charan
Munda, whom he defeated by
around 1,000 votes last time.
Notably, Khunti seat, where
polls are scheduled on May 13,
is one of  the four reserved se-
ats in the state, where women
voters outnumber men.
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Debasish.Chatterjee

@timesgroup.com

Arjun Munda during his campaign
in Tamar on Saturday
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Hazaribag: Hazaribag supe-
rintendent of  police (SP) Ar-
vind Kumar Singh directed
police officials on Saturday to
follow the guidelines for the
religious processions that
would be taken out to celebra-
te Ram Navami festival on
Wednesday. 

The model code of  con-
duct (MCC) has been imple-
mented for the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections.

The officers in-charge of
police stations across the dis-
trict, the sub-divisional poli-
ce offiecrs of  Hazaribag head-
quarters, Barhi, Barkagaon,
and Bishnugarh, as well as
the DSP headquarters, atten-
ded the meeting. 

The SP said the ‘akharas’,
which organise the rallies,
should not be swayed by poli-
tical leaders or add any politi-
cal colour to the events. 

“A total of  5,000 police per-
sonnel, accompanied by ma-
gistrates, would monitor the
processions. The district ad-
ministration would deploy 60
drone cameras to keep tabs on
the processions. If  any pro-
cession is found to be politi-
cally motivated, especially by
candidates participating in
the election, the organisers

would face serious consequ-
ences for breaching the
MCC,” he warned.

Stated that anyone caught
violating the MCC would be
immediately arrested, SP
Singh urged the residents to
celebrate the Ram Navami
festival peacefully and to coo-
perate with the administra-
tion in completing the proces-
sions on time.

The district administra-
tion is receiving assistance
from the central paramilitary
forces and the RAF.

SP: Don’t add political
colour to Ram Navami

SP Arvind Kumar Singh during a
meeting with police officers
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Asking residents to
cooperate with the
administration, SP
Arvind Kumar Singh
said anyone found
violating the MCC
during the festival
would be arrested

Gumla:BJP Khunti nominee
and Union minister for tribal
affairs and agriculture & far-
mers welfare, Arjun Munda,
on Saturday kicked off  his
election campaign from Pal-
kot block of  Gumla district
which comes under Simdega
assembly constituency of
Khunti Lok Sabha seat. This
is his first campaigning in
Simdega assembly constitu-
ency after he was named as
candidate for the Khunti
scheduled tribe (ST) reserved
seat in Jharkhand.

Munda won this seat in the
2019 general elections defea-
ting his nearest rival Kali
Charan Munda of  Congress.
The saffron brigade had then
fielded him replacing BJP old
horse Karia Munda, the for-
mer deputy speaker to the
Lok Sabha. During his elec-

tion campaign, Munda visi-
ted a number of  villages in
Palkot block including Jura-
toli, Tengaria, Malai, Bagese-
ra, Tukutoli and Tira. He said
to villagers that the saffron
party fulfilled what it promi-
sed and lauded several achie-
vements of  the BJP govt. 

He said, “During the BJP
regime, the Ram temple was
built, Article 370 was scrap-
ped, 33% reservation for wo-
men was provisioned, Har
Ghar Jal Yojna, ration for po-
or and others initiatives were
also taken by the Narendra
Modi govt.” Munda appealed
to people to vote in favour of
the BJP in large number. 

“Arjun Munda will start
campaigning in rest of  Sim-
dega and entire Kolebira as-
sembly constituencies from
Sunday,” said Sushil Srivas-
tav, Munda’s Simdega district
representative .

Munda kicks off
Simdega campaign 
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Ranchi: The Systematic Vo-
ters’ Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) team
on Friday flagged off  a voter
awareness campaign vehicle
from the collectorate premi-
ses, marking another step to-
wards encouraging voter tur-
nout in Ranchi district. 

The campaign vehicle was
inaugurated by district elec-
tion officer-cum-deputy com-
missioner Rahul Kumar Sin-
ha, nodal officer SVEEP cell-
cum-deputy development
commissioner Dinesh Kumar
Yadav and deputy election of-
ficer Bivek Kumar Suman.
The vehicle will traverse Ran-

chi Lok Sabha constituency,
engaging voters through spe-
cially curated songs prepared
by the Election Commission.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sinha said, “The SVEEP team
has been taking various initi-
atives in the district. Regular
meetings have been held with

Voter Awareness Forum,
Electoral Literacy Club, and
Residents Welfare Associa-
tion to ensure maximum vo-
ter awareness.” 

He urged voters to exercise
their franchise on May 25,
2024, the voting day for the
Ranchi Lok Sabha constituen-
cy, emphasizing the importan-
ce of  their participation.

Sinha also highlighted the
efforts of  booth awareness
group, booth-level officers,
BLO supervisors, safai mitras
and safai supervisors in crea-
ting awareness about the vo-
ting process. Voter slips will
also be provided to voters
through BLOs ten days prior
to the polling day.

Voter awareness campaign in Ranchi

DC Rahul Kumar Sinha (extreme R)
inaugurates the campaign vehicle
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