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Reclusive and elusiv(e... but back in focus



Still Far From

Anthony Hayward focuses on actress

Julie Christie, the Sixties icon whose private

life is... just that

I I olh's'ood and love go hand in hand for Julie Christie.
t I Thirri, vears ago) she and V'arren Beartv r.l,ere

I- Tinschr.rvn's No I couple and their amempts to kecp

I I ll;..ji.":i1ther 
under rvraps did little to keep media

Today, the 6l -year-c>ld star who became an icon of rhe
Ss,inging Sixties through her appearances in films such as
Darlhry, L)ot'ror Zltiz,trg<t and k'ar Jiont the Nlddcling Crozo</ is back
on Amcrica's lW'est Coast enjoying lovc and fi1ns once again
after more than 20 \,ears of rural isolation in Wales.

Hcr long-time journalist partner, Duncan Campbell, mtlveci
there lrom London as a correspondent fbr The Guardiart news-
paper in earl1,' 1999 and she follovred in September of thar vear.
Just as the-v- did in Britain, in California rhe couplc hai.e iheir
r>wn horaes -" his a flat in Vcnice, hers a house near the pacilic
coast, 75 miles lrom Los Angeles.

Remarkably, they are never seen with each orher publicl-v,
spendir-rg most of their rimc together at rveekends in the exclu-
sive Rincon area rvhere Julie lives, alva1' from Holll,rvood hvste-
ria. For her, this has become the equivalent of the smallhol<ling
near Monrgt>mery in mid-Wales that shc previously used as a
retrear from the film wor1d. Outside Rincon, no-one would
knor,"' Ihat Julie Christie and Duncan Campbell are associarecl.

Los Angeles-based British journalisr John Hiscock says, ,.As
lar as I knor,r', she has never shown up at any par4- or reception
that he has attended, including BAFTA's pre-Oscar par4, this
.vear. In iacr, I can't recall her at any public partv here apart
from the Santa Barbara Film Festival, q'here she u,as a judge.
She has stayed verv much au,a)'from Hollvwoocl generally.,,

Christopher Reed, the Iiritish coriesponder't for Tl,te
{iuardian whom Duncan replaced, says the Scot ,,is very mild
ancl self-effacing, gentle and quiet... I had a few conversations
with him aI the time'he moved here and was surprised to find
that he is incredibl-v secrerive about Julie. He can,t be uncler the
illusion that nobodl, knows about her but he acts as if vou )
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{ don't * he only refers to his 'friend'."
Julie's own career has norv entered its

Iifth decade and, notorious for taking
long breaks from the business, she is
now making anolher comeback - as she
did five !-ears ago.

After failing to appear in any feature
films during the first half of the 1990s,
she then acted in three. Atter rhe fantas,v
adventure Dragotrheart and Kenneth
Branagh's mammoth, four-hour screen
ve rsion of Hamlet - playing the king's
mother in both and shou,ing thar she
gracefulil, accepted she u'as no longer
automaticalll, the female lead or love
interest - Tulie tvon her third Oscar
nomination for her part in the American
filrr, A.fterglou, made in 1996.

S7hen it became known rhat she had
undergone a minor facelift, rvith a modi-
fication ro her iawline, she said, "It's
verv hard going to America, lvhere peo-
ple who are r:lder than 1,ou appear to be

'l went where my heart was

and my work. There was a lot
of heart business...'

Mamas and The Papas, before marrying
actress Annette Bening. He later hinted
that Julie had ditched him.

She did have other lovers during those
final l,ears in America and admitted: "I
simply went where my hearr rvas and my
work. There was quite a lot of heart
business in America besides V,'arren." It
vgas after one such relationship broke up
that she left Hol11.r,r,ood and, from 1978,
her \fi'elsh cottage became her base.

In Britain, she stcpped back from
mainstream cinema Io concentrate on
films featuring issues u,ith rvhich she
dcvoted morc rime to social and politi-
cal causes, such as the anti-nuclear
mo.r,ement, animal rights and feminism.
Shc credited Beatty u.ith opcning hcr
eyes Io politics but supported pressure
groups devoted ro specific causes rather
than political partics. An cvcn grcatcr
discernment in her choice of films also
meant that most of those she made dur-

younger. That is really,, reallv undermining. You knorv thel,,re
older than you, and you look like rheir morher.',

But expectations that Julie u,ould fol1or.v up her nerv enthusi-
asm for making films rvere dashed until last vear. Ironicall-v,
only one of t}te four pictures she has signed up for since mov-
ing to California is a Hollywood production - the Beau4: ancl
r/re Beasr-stvle fantas-v Air Slci I/zirzg. She appears in the
French production Belphegor * Phtzntont of the Louttre, stars
with Burt Reynolds in the forthcoming Dutch-British film
The Hertnit o.f Antsterdant and has just made I'n titlt Lucl-,
shot on America's East Coast by the French srudio Gaumont.

But her "starring role" off screen, with Duncan Campbell, is
remarkably low-key. It is u,hat Julie vvould have wished for
during her years with American actor Whrren Beatry who rvas
riding high as the srar and producer of the acclaimed Bonnie
and Clyde during the early days of rheir relationship. They had
much in common, shunning publicitl, and sharing a determi-
narion not tt'r conform to Holll.r,ood conventions, but that did
nol stop endless speculation about rvhether they r.vould marrv.

The romance could not fail ro send rhe media into over-
drive. Although they lived privatell, in a ninth-floor penthouse
suite at the Beveriv Wilshire Hotel, in Beverlv Hills, and one
friend from those years spcrke of Juiic's "secretive" lifesr_vle and
the time she spent there making glass ornarnents and figurines,
she and \{hrren tbllowed one anorher ro filming locations in
Europe and acted rogerher in director Robert Altman's classic
anti-Vestern McCabe b Mrs fuIiller.

She also joined i:im on the Democratic part1,.,s campaign
trail during the 1968 and 1972 presidential elecrions, and this
introduction to politics triggered her pardcipation in demon-
strations against America's involvement in the Vietnam Vrar,
including rhat outside the US Embassv in Grosvcnor Square,
London, in November 1969.

However, Warren's notoriousll, insatiable appetite for
women had not abated and, rvhile she was finishing rvork on
Tlte Go-Berzleer in Norfolk in 1970, he had a two-monrh affair
u,ith Britt Ekland, q'ho described him as "rhe most divine
lover of all". After five .l-ears and one film together, Julie - u,ho
had enjo-ved a romance rvith Bridsh star Terence Stamp before
real fame came her rvay * left !(arren in lare 1972, when she
started u,ork in Europe on the eerie supernatural thriller Doz.r
LooJe NLttL,, rl,hich is still remembered for an inrensely erotic
love scene with Donald Sutherland.

Although she returned to Holl1rl,,ood and even made tu,o
more films rvith V/arren - Shompott and Neaven Ctm W,ait - the
llames \\rere never rekindled and he datecl other women,
including Carrie Fisher, and found a new partner in Michelle
Phillips, a former member of the American pop group The
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ing thc 1980s r.vcrc iow-budgct and usually roo csotcric rcr
appeal to rvide audiences. C)ne notable exception was Heat and
Dast, considered an "arthouse" film that opened the doors for
the produccr-dircctor partncrship of Ismail il{crchant and
James Ivor-v to make more widell, screened pictures.

I ulie rerurned to the land of her birth tbr this mesmerising
I storl of a s'oman travelling to India to research the scan-

! dal ofher grear-aunr becoming pregnanr by a local during
I the dai's of rhe Rai, having an aborrion and living the resr

J c,f her life in exile . !('hen iilming finished in 1982, she set
out on a voyage of rediscoverl. rvith Campbell through the
Himalayas to Assam. where her father, Frank, had managed
tea plantations. She had spent the firsr seven -vears of her lile
there, before being educared in England, but recalled lirtie of it
except being looked after bv an Indian nanny.

Although born of a coloniai famil1,, Julie u.as b1, the 1980s
condemning imperialism and likening it ro the u'av in lr.hich
humans treated animals. Her mother. Rosemar-v, came from a
famill, of tea planlers in India. Julie's paternal grandfather,
George Christie, had enjnyed a distinguished career as a civil
servant in the colonial administrations of India and Burma.

Julie's travels have non, led her rvithin a stone's throw of
Hollyr.vood again and, as determined as ever to keep out of the
limelight, ."vith Campbell she can rely on her privac-v. It is
reported that. on his being confirmed as new Los Angeles cor,
respondcnt tor The GuardiLttt, someonc on the paper broached
the idea that Holllrvood gossip and inside stories rvould be
forthcoming in future, but an arvkrvard silence follorved lvhen
Duncan replied: "Nor ar all. I can't do that. It rvould be
extremelv unethical."

After 23 vears u'ith such a soul mate, Julie Christie appears
to have found thc pcrsonal happiness that aliows hcr to choosc
when to leave the peace of her home and give the public a
reminder of that magical qualitS' that
can shimmcr across rhc silvcr scrccn.

For those r.vho remember the beauqr
whose spellbinding presence and
vitaiit_v madc hcr a rruc spirit of thc
Sixties, it is some consolation that she
has not become another Greta Garbo
and forsakcn Holly'r,r,ood for good. I

o Anthort), Ha1'ucnd\ biographl',
Julie Christic, is pttblished in paperback

l-9.99. by Robert Hale on September 28.
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