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Once she lived
on a bleak, isolated
farm - now the
undaunted
Daleswoman who
captured the heart
of the nation is
learning to cope
with life in her
cosy, all-mod-cons'
country cottage

I blizz:artl rasc(l at l.ou llirk
A H,,rt Itarnr.'l(l(]i)ft trp in tlre

/ I\brkslrirr-' I)ales. as ilanrrah
Hauxwell led 1-rer t'hite corv oul oi
lhe slorm into its shed.

'i'wo members ol tht: "lY l'ih:t
crew shielclerl the caurera from thtr
snow rvith their sheepskin
w*rile anolher treld the

coats.
Lripod
rlrift.stt'acly by lying

Soun, sheel:
ilat out in the
became buried in

sneiw, and the prociuctitln team's
r'(luil)n)('rtt was liltcrl Uut b1 hcli-
col)ter. llte cttu hatl to ltrake their
olvn way out, Iollowing Sft-high
posls akrtg a st'ven-tttilt' roult' lrt
Ilrc nearest roirrl. At sontt' Itrriltts,
iust lx incltcs ol l)ost was visil:lt'.
The teiint fourttl a rrt'lcrrtning pub
witlr a {irc and warming whisky.

'lhr:y ieft behind tireni a wornan
who had enclurecl worse contlitions
than this lor aln.rosl ltal{ a century
in Baldersdale. h was a harsh exis-
tence, battling against the elements
and living rvithout electricity ar,cl
runnin.q water.

Hannah Bayles Talk:ntire Haux-
well had led an isolated li{e since
her uncle's deatir in 196I. She often
$aw no one for trvo weehs
at a time and livecl on less
thar.{300 a year.

\{}ren produter-direc-
tor l3arry Cockcr<-rft's cloc-
trnrentary 7?.ro ktng a
Winter was ]rroadcasl in
1973, the publir: response
was overrvhelming. IIY
conrpanies arountl lhe
countrv received hun-
drecis bf pirone calls ancl
bulging sacks of mai1,
containing gifts and
lnon('\' l0r'thc oltl lirtlv in
ilre Yorkshir-e Dales'.

The 'olcl 1ad-v' *'as, in
lact. l{i. \t ;rrs ul'har<lship
had taken their toll, and irerr hair

arriund her ncw iromt. As well as
two Tl' appearances on Wogan lasl
vt'ar', ilartrtalt ha<l a bt'st-sciling atr-
iobitrgraphr'. Srasurs ttf m1 l.i1V.
writteu uitlr Barri Ctrckcrolt. Shr'
is still getling recluesls Ior signing
sessions al bookslt<tps lhroughottl
northem lingland.

'[he move has been bot]r trau-
matic and a relief. 'lt's been a bless-
ing ancl il curse,' says Hanttah, 6i:1.'1

riitln't like the lhoughl of leaving
the {arm ancl the catt}e" NobodY
had livecl in that hor"rse, aparl fronr
mv Iamiki"il 

ncuei"went to bed the night i:er
firrc moving. I was still clearing oul
crrlllloirrds itnrl <lrau't'rs. L-vt'n tlrcrt.
tltt're wet't' tlrings lc[t. an<1 it '*zts
diflicult returning later because I
lmcl always tirougl"rt iL was best to
walk away anci not go back.

'Yru can't sper:cl thtl i:cst part o1'

iiO years ol your liie in one plaee

anri not r"niss it. Lhough l alway
thought il rvoultl i:e nice to have r

hathroom ancl hot and coltl watex".
'l3ut moving inlo tlic cottage dit

seem funn1,, being on the nrair
slrect rvilh peopie all round. I tnis
a bit ol grounci of m-v owrr.

'llte .saving grace has been lh
booli. People lrave crxue 1o tir
house, asking me to sign it. and I'v
been traveliing lo signing session
a 1ot. That's bcerr ver-v enjo,rr3blg.'

In CoLherstone. Hannah ha
found iriendly neighbours. She ha
joint'rl arr ovt'r-{iUs eltrb atrd altend
tht' 14ethoclist ctrapt'l.

l{orre coml'orts al'e somethin
that Hannah is rluickly becrrtnin
accustumecl to, altirouglt she hasn
vet mastererl lhe washing machin
given 1o irer by a friend. llecaus
her kitchen is still cluttererl. sh
has been utiable to positiou it prol
erly rrear tire sink, so she conlinue

Hannahcowws
T,q Tffi
WN til

ffifr
u#w thn cold,
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Leaving the tarm
and the cattle
was a wrenelt
for llannah,
even tfiaugh she
had ta tetch
water lron a
stream and
weeks could go
by withaut fier
seeing a saul

was shocking wl-tite. Ilut Hannah's
gili ol articulatiug her sirnple liIe
enlranr:ed peclple arouncl the worid.

last 0ctober", TY viewers saw
Hannalr's emotional departure
from the farm slrt' had rvclrked
alone for alncst li{} yerars. Sufiering
angirtir ancl iailirr.q cvcsight. slrc
had decicit'rl ttt lcave [.ou' Birk Hatt
alter endless pleailing b-v friends,
who were growing increasingl-v
rvorried about whether she could
survive another harsh winter.

'lt t'as necessary l'or hr:r welfare,
but ciif{icult lor htr.' sa-vs l}arry
Cockcroft, one oI those who urgecl
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her to glve rq: the larm. 'No one
who saw her on the clay sire leli -this pale, stricken ligure sitting in
an ernpty, echoing house - couid
Iail to be movecl.'

Ilarry's second riocumentary, ,4
Winter''!ba Mauy, finisheti with
llannah leaving the fann in a re-
moval lorry just before Christmas
1t)88, as the snows were coming
again. Since tl.rel. she iras begun a
new chapter in her iife, in the sinall
cottage sl"rc' bought in the nearby
village o{ Cotherstoue iu Durhani.

The demands of iarne have ieft
Hannah very liltle lirne to sort oul
the i:iles of belongirrgs clullerecl
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to wash by hand. 'lt's nice to have
hot and coid water, insteati o[going
out to tlie tank or collecting it liom
the strearn or rc'servoir in a cow
pail and boiling it,'she says. 'Ihat
was hard work.

"flre bathroom is an absolute
luxury. At lhe farrrr, I had just an
earth t0ilet 0utside.

'Central heating makes every-
thing very cosy, ancl the house is
quitc sheitcrcd. I can hcar the wind
blowing down lhe chimney, which
is a nice sound, but I clon't feei the
cold until i get outside.'

Hannah shops in the village,
which rneans sirnply walking
across the road. It is a welcome
change from the monthly trek
across lwo fielcls to get groceries
leil for her in a barn.

Public transport is something
Hannah rarely has cause [o use.
Her publishers arrarge a car to
take her to book-signings.

The frequent phone calls and vis-
itors are an ironic contrast to the
lonely lil'e Hannah led just a short
time ago.

'1,4hen I clicln'l see many peopie,'
she recalls. 'it made rny tlay to
speak to the walkers along the
Pennine Way. AJter the {irst fi1ni.
people carne to visit. It was very
nice and tolally unexpectecl.'

Another result o{ the documen-
tary was the instaliation oI electric-
ity at the farm - a remarkable
achievement considcring its dis-
tance lrom the nearesl roatl.

Pubiic donatioas ensured that
Hannah n<-r longer haci problerns
paying her S5 weekly grocery bill,
ancl a television introcluced a new
climension to her life, but keeping
tl.re {arm was incrcasingly difficult,
One winler was s0 cold thal snow
on her back turled to sheet ice.

'Surnmer. tltough, was heaven. I
always say that in winter I existed
and sumrner I lived.'

Now, she is looking lirrwarcl lo
the future. 'llat includes another
book she is writing wilh Ilarry
Cockcroft, due to be published
next year. it will bring her story up
to date and reveiri more about her
family's fascinating history in a re-
mote con:munity.

Fans and attention have left
Hannah's ego untainted. '1 elon't
'see myself as a star at all.' she says.
'lh: just a plain l)aleswoman and
happen to be very lucky. Until the
day I clie, l'11 be grateful that Barry
Cockcrolt r.vaihed inlo my life.'

Anthony Hayward
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The clues are i
on the squares
Write your
answers
following the
directions of tt
arrowheads.
When you havr
completed the
puzzle, you'll f
the first name
a character fro
TY's Minder. J
write the name
the actor who
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the entry coup
on page 53
(where full
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sender of the I

correct entry
opened after t
closing date o
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1 990.
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