True life

Once she lived
on a bleak, isolated
farm — now the
undaunted
Daleswoman who
captured the heart
of the nation is
learning to cope
with life in her
cosy, all-mod-cons,
country cottage

blizzard raged at Low Birk

Hatt Farm, 1000ft up in the

Yorkshire Dales, as Hannah
Hauxwell led her white cow out of
the storm into its shed.

Two members of the TV film
crew shielded the camera from the
snow with their sheepskin coats,
while another held the tripod
steady by lving flat out in the drift.

Soon, sheep became buried in
snow, and the production team’s
equipment was lifted out by heli-
copter. The crew had to make their
own way out, following 5ft-high
posts along a seven-mile route to
the nearest road. At some points,
just 18 inches of post was visible.
The team found a welcoming pub
with a fire and warming whisky.

They left behind them a woman
who had endured worse conditions
than this for almost half a century
in Baldersdale. It was a harsh exis-
tence, battling against the elements
and living without electricity and
running water.

Hannah Bayles Tallentire Haux-
well had led an isolated life since
her uncle’s death in 1961. She often
saw no one for two weeks
at a time and lived on less
than £300 a year.

When producer-direc-
tor Barry Cockeroft’s doc-
umentary Too Long a
Winter was broadcast in
1973, the public response
was overwhelming. 1TV
companies around the
country received hun-
dreds of phone calls and
bulging sacks of mail,
containing  gifts and
money for ‘the old lady in
the Yorkshire Dales’.

The ‘old lady’ was, in
fact, 46. Years of hardship
had taken their toll, and her hair
was shocking white. But Hannah'’s
gift of articulating her simple life
entranced people around the world.

Last October, TV viewers saw
Hannah's emotional departure
from the farm she had worked
alone for almost 30 years. Suffering
angina and failing eyesight, she
had decided to leave Low Birk Hatt
after endless pleading by friends,
who were growing increasingly
worried about whether she could
survive another harsh winter.

‘It was necessary for her welfare,
but difficult for her,” says Barry
Cockeroft, one of those who urged
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Hardy Hannah comes
in from the co '

Hannah and Tim,
the Jack Russell.
are thrilled with

heir new home
comfpris. Running
water and a
bathroom are still
a luxury (right)

Leaving the farm
and the cattle
was a wrench
for Hannah,
even though she
had to fetch
water from a
stream and
weeks could go
by without her
seeing a soul

her to give up the farm. No one
who saw her on the day she left —
this pale, stricken figure sitting in
an empty, echoing house — could
fail to be moved.’

Barry's second documentary, A
Winter Too Many, finished with
Hannah leaving the farm in a re-
moval lorry just before Christmas
1988, as the snows were coming
again. Since then, she has begun a
new chapter in her life, in the small
cottage she bought in the nearby
village of Cotherstone in Durham.

The demands of fame have left
Hannah very little time to sort out
the piles of belongings cluttered
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around her new home. As well as
two TV appearances on Wogan last
year, Hannah had a best-selling au-
tobiography, Seasons of my Life,
written with Barry Cockcroft. She
is still getting requests for signing
sessions at bookshops throughout
northern England.

The move has been both trau-
matic and a relief. ‘It's been a bless-
ing and a curse,’ says Hannah, 63. ‘1
didn’t like the thought of leaving
the farm and the cattle. Nobody
had lived in that house, apart from
my family.

‘] never went to bed the night be-
fore moving. I was still clearing out
cupboards and drawers. Even then,
there were things left, and it was
difficult returning later because I
had always thought it was best to
walk away and not go back.

“You can’t spend the best part of
60 years of your life in one place

and not miss it, though I alway
thought it would be nice to have
bathroom and hot and cold water,

‘But moving into the cottage dif
seem funny, being on the mai
street with people all round. I mis
a bit of ground of my own.

‘The saving grace has been th
book. People have come to th
house, asking me to sign it, and I'v
been travelling to signing session
a lot. That's been very enjoyable.’

In Cotherstone, Hannah ha
found friendly neighbours. She ha
joined an over-60s club and attend
the Methodist chapel.

Home comforts are somethin
that Hannah is quickly becomin
accustomed to, although she hasn
yet mastered the washing machin
given to her by a friend. Becaus
her kitchen is still cluttered, sh
has been unable to position it proj
erly near the sink, so she continue
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