
www.citiscapes.com  |  1

P E O P L E  •  P L A C E S  •  L I F E S T Y L E  •  F O O D M A Y  2 0 2 5

Community  
& Arts

Arts One Presents celebrates 60 years;  
Walmart Museum reopens; Casa Magnolia  

focuses on connection; locals find  
individuality through tattoo art

also:
Raul “Rulli” Torres’ journey leads him to  

create new opportunities in the region

Experience art 
in nature at  

Artosphere Festival 

Enjoy spectacular 
art and live music at  

the Momentary

Historic Cane Hill  
unveils a  

new exhibition
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Walmart
feature

M U S E U M
By Lawrence Elizabeth Knox  |  Photos courtesy of Walmart
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An illustration 
of the American 
Dream returns  
to the heart  
of Bentonville
 
Walmart has much to celebrate this 
year. In January, the global retail giant 
began the gradual unveiling of its 
new 350-acre home office campus, a 
workplace that reflects a sustainable 
future while paying homage to the 
company’s roots.    

Additionally, Walmart’s proud past and 
the legacy of its founder, Sam Walton, 
has been preserved less than a mile 
away at the Walmart Museum, which 
reopened March 14 in its original home 
on the Bentonville Square following a 
major renovation. 

Over the last two-plus years, the museum, 
which encompasses Walton’s 5 & 10 and 
the Spark Café, was like the city’s own 
“man behind the curtain.” The exterior 
scaffolding remained draped with a cover 
that showcased an image of the building 
on the corner of Main Street and Central 
Avenue. When the curtain was finally 
pulled back, however, there was no smoke 
and mirrors — and certainly no wizard. 
Instead, it was a reimagined museum 
with double the exhibit space, including a 
new education center, a hologram theater 
that brings Walton’s words to life, other 
interactive digital experiences, and a third-
floor event venue with a rooftop patio. 
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The Hogs call on 
coach John Calipari for 

the new season

Ra-Ve Cultural Foundation 
connects cultures
through the arts

Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art 

celebrates 13 years

Philanthropy
       in Northwest Arkansas

Presenting the 2024 National 
Philanthropy Day Award winners,

struggling tenants 
get support, 

locals find community 
through a food truck, 

and a Fayetteville group 
works to better city parks

also:
Meet Stacy Keenan, executive director 
of Arkansas Community Foundation’s 

Fayetteville Area Affiliate 
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Spooktacular shows 
take the stage at 

Walton Arts Center

Fayetteville Public 
Education Foundation’s 

Hall of Honor

Symphony of 
Northwest Arkansas’ 

first-ever sci-fi concert

Cancer 
Awareness

A new era for the 
Suits & Sneakers Gala, 

meet a local 
breast cancer 

survivor, 
MORE THAN PINK
Walk returns and 
Hope Cancer 

Resources 
welcomes new

leadership

also:
Check out a listing of the area’s corn mazes, 

pumpkin patches, festivals, fairs and more
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Symphony of Northwest 
Arkansas kicks off 

a new season 

Walmart NW Arkansas 
Championship presented 

by P&G returns 

Knowing the West
opens at Crystal Bridges 

this month 

Arkansas
Razorback

Football
is Here!

Season Preview Inside

also:
Meet Parice Bowser, University of Arkansas 

assistant vice chancellor for Greek life 
and associate dean of students

Higher
Education
Highlights and updates 
from the area’s colleges 
and universities
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TheatreSquared 
announces its 

new season lineup

A hunger relief center 
helps fight 

food insecurity

Crystal Bridges 
opens a forest light 
experience this fall

Back to 
School
Local schools share updates; 

an organization helps 
enhance student safety; 

moms and daughters 
serve the community; 

and Miss Arkansas’ Teen 
encourages acts of citizenship

also:
Three organizations work to 

advance sustainability efforts 

WWW.CITISCAPES.COM  |  1

Arkansas Children’s 
Northwest Will Golf 4 Kids 

and Gala of Hope 

Ronald McDonald House 
Charities offers a 

home away from home

Exciting summer 
festivals for the whole 

family to enjoy

Kids,
Pets & 

Family
Organizations offer 

family support, 
pets find new beginnings 

and adventures await 
at Tulsa Zoo

also:
Follow the road to Cane Hill

for a historical and fun-filled day trip
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Opera in the Ozarks 
kicks off its 

summer season

House of Webster 
celebrates its 

90th anniversary

Enjoy a month 
full of unique and 
exciting festivals

The Great 

Outdoors
  
  
  

  
  

The Great 

Outdoors
  
  
  

  
  

The Great 

Outdoors
Find all things biking-related, 

a cyclist’s dream Airbnb 
and a list of the area’s 

greatest summer concerts

also:
Set the scene for your outdoor 

celebrations and create the perfect menu 
with this year’s Thrill of the Grill
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Community
& Arts
Festivals are in full force

Local art 
decorates the community

The region’s theater 
scene grows

also:
Meet Allison Hobbs, 

director and curator for MIXD Gallery in Rogers

Explore local gardens
during the 

Garden Gate Tour

Blakeman’s Fine Jewelry
opens a new

pop-up experience

Go Red for Women
movement

 celebrates 20 years 
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Health
& Wellness

Updates from 
the area’s medical 

community,
an event benefiting 

Arkansas Children’s Northwest,
and early learning at the

Scott Family Amazeum

also:
Local wellness 
guru Fran Free

shares recipes for healthy living

Arkansas Center for 
Space and Planetary 

Sciences finds success

NWA Naturals enter 
their 16th season with a 
new look on the field

Rogers Public Education 
Foundation Wall of 

Distinction honorees
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Home
& Garden

Interior home and outdoor
market trends, 

refreshing new spaces, and a
unique farm experience

also:
Meet Andi Stephens,

owner and operator of Kitchen Distributors 

Crystal Bridges Museum 
of American Art 

opens a new exhibition

Explore design and 
culture at Northwest 

Arkansas Fashion Week

Elkins High School
upgrades with an expansion 

of its athletic facilities

WWW.CITISCAPES.COM  |  1

P E O P L E  •  P L A C E S  •  L I F E S T Y L E  •  F O O D F E B R U A R Y 2 0 2 4

Heart Health 
Awareness Month

American Heart Association celebrates 100 years, 

heart attack survivor 
Craig Shy shares his story 

and NWA Sweethearts are revealed

also:
Meet Clint & Jessica Schaff,

co-chairs of Arkansas Advocates for 
Children and Families’ Soup Sunday

Fall in love with 
book picks for Black 

History Month

University of 
Arkansas Razorbacks 

baseball preview

Children’s Safety 
Center celebrates 

its new facility
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Wedding Bells 
Are Ringing
Feel inspired by stunning weddings 
and a picnic business that
celebrates special moments

also:
Meet Ashley 
Wardlow, 
the new executive director of
Botanical Garden of the Ozarks

Woman-Run helps 
local businesswomen 

achieve greatness

The University of Arkansas 
Razorback gymnastics 

season preview

A local council hosts 
its 28th annual MLK 
Holiday Celebration
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Best of

2023Arkansas
North-west
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alsoalso
Meet Mandy Macke 
with the Willard 
& Pat Walker 
Foundation, Inc.

Philanthropy
In Northwest Arkansas

Presenting the 2023 National 
Philanthropy Day Award winners

Arkansas Community Foundation
guides client philanthropy goals

Hearts & Hands Society gives families
the gift of togetherness

University of Arkansas 
Razorback Basketball 

season preview

Walton Arts Center 
celebrates the life and music 

of the “Queen of Rock ‘n’ Roll”

Crystal Bridges Museum 
of American Art 

celebrates 12 years
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alsoalso
Check out a listing of 
the area’s corn mazes, 
pumpkin patches, 
festivals, fairs and more

CancerAwareness
A Walmart executive with her own cancer 

story heads American Cancer Society’s 

Suits & Sneakers Gala
An at-home breast screening test is

innovating breast health
A local resident shares her journey

navigating breast cancer
Learn more about breast MRI 

A new cancer center 
is coming to Rogers

Experience a Johnny Cash 
concert like never before 

at Walton Arts Center

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
honors Northwest 
Arkansas’ finest

Follow the Pig Trail all 
the way to hog heaven on 

your next excursion
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alsoalso
Meet Scott Varady, the 
University of Arkansas’ 
vice chancellor for the 
University Advancement 
Division

Higher
Education 

Highlights and updates
from the area’s colleges and universities 

plus:
The Arkansas Razorback football 

season kicks off Sept. 2
Chuck Barrett, Quinn Grovey and 

Geno Bell share the game day 
experience with their radio audience

Hall of Honor recognizes 
Fayetteville Public Schools 

alumni and educators

Symphony of Northwest 
Arkansas kicks off a 

new season

Walmart NW Arkansas 
Championship presented 

by P&G returns

NEW!
Digital editions just       a year.$1

Subscribe online
www.citiscapes.com/subscribe

DIGITAL EDITIONS JUST
A YEAR

NEW!
Digital editions just       a year.$1
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u	For more information, visit corporate.walmart.com/about/walmart-museum.

feature

One of the new displays highlights an 
especially important day in Walmart’s 
history — March 17, 1992, when 
President George H.W. Bush traveled to 
Bentonville to present the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom to Walton, who died 
less than three weeks later. Remarks 
from the ceremony decorate the wall.

“Mr. Sam says two things at the end 
of that,” said Kurt Templeton, senior 
director of the Walmart Museum and 
Heritage Group. “He talks about how 
our purpose is to help people save 
money so they can live a better life… 
but the quote I love is when he says, 
‘I thought we were quietly living our 
lives down here in Arkansas.’ He was so 
humble and also so tenacious. I think 
Mr. Sam almost took for granted the 
impact he had.”

Stepping into Walton’s 5 & 10 is to be hit 
by a wave of nostalgia. The dime store, 
where it all began, is brimming with a 
colorful collection of vintage toys and 
candies, but the trip down memory lane 
doesn’t end there. The museum invites 
visitors to explore the company’s rich 
history, from the 1950s to today, through 
memorabilia such as the bill of sale from 
Walton’s purchase of the Ben Franklin 
franchise in Newport, Arkansas, and a 
marked-up draft of his autobiography, 
Sam Walton: Made in America. 

The replica of Walton’s office as it 
appeared when he passed away — 
featuring 788 artifacts, all carefully 
returned to the exact same spot — is 
now shown from a new perspective, as 
is his red and white 1979 Ford F-150. 
While the pickup truck is on display in 
the museum, its new positioning, set 
against a glass wall of the attached Spark 
Café, gives customers a special viewing 
as well, as they eagerly await a scoop of 
Yarnell’s ice cream. The retro spot offers 
classic flavors, such as Walton’s favorite 
butter pecan, as well as specialties such 
as Spark Cream, starring Walmart’s blue 
and yellow color palette. 

The museum has expanded up, and the 
second floor evokes a more modern 
vibe with freestanding digital exhibits 
that sing of the company’s more recent 
contributions, from serving those 

impacted by Hurricane Katrina to 
driving positive impact across its global 
supply chain to collaborating with 
celebrities such as Dolly Parton for good 
causes. The education center provides a 
space to build community programming 
and partnerships while a nearby activity 
allows children to design a Walmart 
spark in the form of a sticker. In the 
first week after reopening, they printed 
5,000 stickers, Templeton explained.

“With the open-endedness of how we 
can evolve the exhibits, I really want 
to have, every six to 12 months, new 
reasons for people to come visit the 
museum,” he said. “It shouldn’t be, ‘I’ve 
been there once; I don’t need to go again.’ 
It should be, ‘Oh, I want to go see what’s 
new or different,’ and I think we’ve really 
designed a building that allows our 
programs to evolve with whatever the 
technology allows us to do.” 

With the building’s rebirth also came a 
new elevator and a wide staircase, the 
walls of which are adorned with vintage 
magazine clippings. Every update was 
made with impeccable attention to detail, 
all while preserving the charm of the 
three-story Terry Block building with the 
help of Crossland Construction. 

Early in the project, which began in 
November 2022, the crew moved 96 
dump truck loads of dirt from the 

property, working at night so as not to 
interfere with the community’s daily 
traffic flow. The Carthage stone was 
located and hand-tooled by masons 
locally, while the bricks were fabricated 
to the original specs and placed with 
matching grout lines, thanks to scans of 
the building’s exterior.  

“They’re not perfect, if you were 
building with today’s lasers and levels 
and all that,” Templeton said, “but 
they’re perfect to what the grout looked 
like in 1888.” 

During the renovation, the museum 
opened a temporary exhibit on the first 
floor of the Ledger building, which 
functioned as a test lab to experiment 
with improvements, specifically 
regarding its use of digital storytelling 
in creating an inclusive and accessible 
visitor experience.

“We always talk about Walmart’s proud 
past and bright future,” Templeton said. 
“You can come to the museum, and 
you can see our proud past, starting 
with the five-and-dime variety store, 
but then you can truly appreciate the 
bright future when you see our supply 
chain exhibits, and you see the new 
technology, and you see where we’re 
highlighting the accomplishments of 
our associates. It’s a really nice pair of 
bookends, honestly.” ■


