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BELGRADE — Your 
score-tracking apps weren’t fro-
zen, it was both teams’ bats that 
went cold.

The Butte Miners beat the Bill-
ings Cardinals 7-3 in seven innings 
in Belgrade on Thursday, though 
the teams were done scoring after 
the second.

Rye Doherty hit a two-run 
home run and the Miners scored 
six in bottom of the second to pull 
away from the Cardinals and ad-
vance to Friday’s 7 p.m. game of 
the Class A State Tournament’s 
two remaining undefeated teams.

Ethan Cunningham pitched a 

complete game in his last pitch-
ing appearance of the state tour-
nament.

As of press time on Thursday 
night, it was unknown who the 
Miners would face on Friday night. 
The Belgrade Bandits scored a run 
in the top of the seventh inning to 
tie their game against the Glacier 
Twins at 5-5. The Twins loaded 
the bases with no outs but did not 
score in the bottom of the seventh 
and the game was headed to extra 
innings.

The Miners are 3-2 against the 
Bandits this season, including a 
12-0 win in the Southern A Dis-
trict title game last Sunday. The 
Miners beat the Twins 4-2 at the 
Keith Sell Tournament in Helena 

on July 2.
No matter who emerges to 

challenge Butte, the Miners feel 
like they have everything they 
need to make it three wins in a 
row at state.

“We’re going into it with Kenley 
pitching tomorrow so we feel re-
ally good about that,” Butte head 
coach Jim LeProwse said. “He’s 
healthy again now and he’s ready 
to roll.”

Leary allowed two runs (just 
one earned) on fi ve hits, four walks 
and seven strikeouts against the 
Twins in 5.1 innings pitched.

Leary was dealing with nagging 
shoulder soreness for the past 

Miners advance to Friday’s semifinals
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Logan Lunceford, 32, left, and Timmy Mason, 28, practice for bare-knuckle boxing during a session at Anaconda Golden Gloves Boxing Club on June 29. “We 
motivate each other,” Mason said of the training relationship between the pair. “It’s hard to fi nd somebody you can work out with, that you get along with and we 
push each other,” Lunceford said.

Logan Lunceford, center, holds a 
punching bag for Logan Michael, 
7, left, while Braeden Lunceford, 
7, practices on a nearby bag at 
Anaconda Golden Gloves Boxing 
Club on June 29. “I’m just drawn 
towards the old school aspect of 
[bare-knuckle boxing],” Logan 
Lunceford said. “He was in my 
corner for my last fi ght,” Timmy 
Mason, Lunceford’s training 
partner said, “You think that 
would scare [Lunceford] away 
from [bare-knuckle boxing], but 
it didn’t.”

Logan Lunceford wraps his 
hands prior to a practice at 
Anaconda Golden Gloves Boxing 
Club on July 13. After moving 
to Anaconda to live with Jared 
Lunceford, his older brother and 
eventual boxing coach, Logan 
Lunceford began practicing 
boxing in March 2022. “When you 
train so much, you [kind of] want 
to try it out,” Logan Lunceford 
said.

BRAWLS & KICKSTARTS
An intimate look at 

the art, discipline of 
bare-knuckle boxing 

through the lens of 
Trent Sprague

� Inside: continue photo story, page B2

“It’s fight camp 
365 days a year, 
we always wake 
up, workout, set 
ourselves up with 
stu� to be able to 
keep ourselves in 
shape. Even if it’s not 
fighting time, we’re 
just fitness junkies.” 

Logan Lunceford,
bare-knuckle boxer
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Billings Cardinals player Brady Randall hits a single in the top of the fi fth 
inning against the Butte Miners during a 7-3 Butte win on the second day 
of the Class A State Tournament in Belgrade on Thursday.Please see MINERS, Page B4
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Timmy Mason, 28, spars with Jared Lunceford, left, during a practice at Anaconda Golden Gloves Boxing Club on July 18. Mason lives in an Anaconda house with Logan and Jared Lunceford, 
just down the street from Golden Gloves Boxing Club. “It’s fight camp 365 days a year, we always wake up, workout, set ourselves up with stuff to be able to keep ourselves in shape. Even if 
it’s not fighting time, we’re just fitness junkies,” Logan Lunceford said.

Above: Timmy Mason, 28, holds the ropes while taking a breather during 
practice at Anaconda Golden Gloves Boxing Club in Anaconda on June 29. 
“Before I moved to Anaconda, I was in Helena and my [boxing] club got shut 
down because of COVID-19, so I started doing it by myself and it’s just hard to 
stay motivated that way,” Mason said, “So I took a fight against a real tough 
dude and got tired. We went the distance, but I ended up losing and that was 
my first loss in a long time. I just wasn’t training too hard and for somebody 
[like] Logan and Jared Lunceford to motivate me, it definitely helps.”

Left: Jared Lunceford, left, shows Logan Lunceford how to block a punch 
during a practice in Anaconda on July 18 for his bare-knuckle boxing debut at 
Brawls and Kickstart Days. “We have that sibling rivalry, but it’s really cool to 
be close to family,” Logan said of his relationship with his brother, “There’s 
that aspect where we don’t talk that much, but we talk a lot.”

Right: Bodhi Keeland, 12, watches Logan Lunceford, left, spar with 
his brother and coach, Jared Lunceford during a practice at Anaconda 
Golden Gloves Boxing Club on July 18. “I always thought fighting was 
a solo aspect, but the team aspect is so important. From coaches, 
to people you train with, it’s cool,” Logan Lunceford said. “With the 
youth, if they get interested in something and you can point them in 
the right direction and watch them work on it, it’s so cool.”

Above: Timmy Mason, right, takes a breather between workouts and 
talks with Logan Michael, 7, left, and Braeden Lunceford, 7, during a 
bare-knuckle boxing practice at Anaconda Golden Gloves Boxing Gym 
on July 13. Mason is one of two boxers from Anaconda Golden Gloves 
Boxing Club training to fight in bare-knuckle boxing matches.

BRAWLS & KICKSTARTS

“I always thought fighting was a solo aspect, but the team aspect is so important. From 
coaches, to people you train with, it’s cool. With the youth, if they get interested in something 

and you can point them in the right direction and watch them work on it, it’s so cool.”

Logan Lunceford, bare-knuckle boxer


	MS072922B01
	MS072922B02



