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The gorgeous, jagged landscape surrounding Zhangjiajie
inspired artists, adventurers and even Avatar’s alien world

As the evening flight approaches Zhangjiajie, I catch sight of

the famed Tianmenshan, the quartz-sandstone “mountain
with a hole” off the tip of one wing. Peering into the darkness, 1
idly wonder if our plane could make it through the natural arch.

Asilly idea? If so, I'm hardly the first to think of it.
Zhangjiajie, a city in north-western Hunan, has attracted all
manner of daredevils over the years, including a skydiver in
a flying-squirrel-like wingsuit who zipped right through the
30m-wide opening after leaping from a hovering helicopter.

The scenery here is one of a kind - so much so that this
delightful corner of Hunan was the basis for the otherworldly
landscapes featured in James Cameron’s movie Avatar. On any
given trip to Zhangjiajie you’ll enjoy the soothing effects this
jagged landscape has on your soul. The two main areas to visit
are Tianzi Mountain Park, which occupies a large area north of
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. References to Avatar are everywhere, from poster

boards in restaurants to screens inside shuttle buses.

w [he capper to any visit is hurtling down the Bailong

Elevator, an eye-popping, 300m mountain descent

the urban sprawl, and Tianmen Mountain, south of the city.

References to Avatar are everywhere in Tianzi, from poster
boards in restaurants to screens inside shuttle buses. Not
surprisingly, the park is a crowd magnet, and tourists have little
choice but to go with the flow. The capper to any visit is hurtling
down the Bailong Elevator, which allows you to make an eye-
popping, 300m mountainside descent.

After a full day in Tianzi, head to the Tianmen Mountain
massif, which possesses a certain grandeur despite its highest
peak reaching a mere 1,518m. From downtown, take the cable
car to the top — which on arrival offers short and long hikes
along the mountaintop, with far-reaching vistas - or stop at the
aptly named Middle Station for a photo-op before hopping on
one of the frequent minibuses to the Tianmenshan archway.

Don’t miss the chance to brave the glass-bottomed, 60m
walkway built along the cliff, where you can experience the
thrill - or terror - of having just 6¢cm of glass standing between
you and a 1,200m plunge to the canyon floor. Breathe in, keep
your hands on the handrail and steel yourself to peer into the
void before lifting your eyes and gazing into the distance. It’ll
seal the Zhangjiajie experience in your memory forever.
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STAY

* The newly built
Pullman Hotel

&H
c ERNEHEET
HLOOTERAD

S IRIBEHADE is a classy, well- REE HIRMET S
I o BRI run hotel which TIVI VR T b,
www.pulmanhotels. provides modern www.pullmanhotels.
com/gb/hotel- comfort and yet com/gb/hotel-7934-
7934-pullman- hasn’t sacrificed pullman-zhangjiajie
zhangjiajie ° its soul. www.
pullmanhotels. ’E
S AF — =R com/gb/hotel- —
EE’L‘;E’ ' ('Y — 7934-pullman- o HE AR T ENE
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Hunan cuisine
is finger-licking
good, if you know
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EER - AR Head for Tang 55, A4 K®»
o BEXFUMKFILBE=ZXITIE dEhtto://www. Shi Fu, downtown W, A7
BAUERMB250 (TWD1,216) o & explorezhangjiajie. Waulingyuan, for TYT—lcDOWT
AERAECDT2HSERE  EH com/ o your hot treats. &, http://www.
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ESSENTIALS

» Entry to both Tianzi Mountain
Park and Tianmen Mountain requires
a three-day pass, which costs CNY250
(TWD1,216). Free buses shuttle
visitors around for free, but there are
additional charges to ride the cable
cars and elevators.

* Tours to Zhangjiajie can be
arranged through the airline’s partner
travel agency, Legend Travel. www.
legendtravel.com.tw

EXPLORE

* Despite being
the quintessential
Chinese painting
landscape, we
recommend you
to hit the trails
and work out a
sweat walking
around this
magnificent area.
Visit www.explore
zhangjiajie.com/
for guides, maps
and bike tours.

explorezhangjiajie.
com/ £C,
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Bffwww.tna.com.tw"

"TransAsia Airways recently launched flights
between Taipei and Zhangjiajie. Visit
www.tna.com.tw for details
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