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Crowds watched in Jalandhar as the leopard attacked aman on aladder and mauled anotherinagarden (below)

INDIA

Leopard mauls residents
in seven-hour city rampage

By Oliver Barnes

A wild leopard caused mayhem in
the Indian city of Jalandhar yester-
day, mauling six people and evading
capture for more than seven hours.

It took three tranquiliser darts to
subdue the animal after it bit one
man’s arm and knocked another
man off a ladder.

Despite police blocking several
residential streets, hundreds of
people gathered on rooftops to
watch as authorities scrambled to
capture the big cat.

Khushwinder Singh, a wildlife
official, said: “There were a lot
of people - that’s why it became
aggressive. The area was very
congested and the lanes were very
narrow, so catching it became
very difficult. We shot it with three
tranquilisers, but when leopards
are very aggressive, the medicine
does not affect them as much. It
only started to work after the third
tranquiliser was fired.”

No one attacked by the leopard

was severely injured. After initially
cornering the animal in a house,
authorities spent hours trying
to trap it with a large net, but the
leopard hurdled over a member
of the rescue team before franti-
cally running around a residential
area to try to avoid capture. As it
dashed around the streets, stones
were thrown to try to knock it out,
but this only made it more agitated.
A team of zoologists finally
arrived and shot the animal with
the tranquiliser gun. Even then,
the leopard still took three hours
to fall unconscious. Once sedated,
it was taken to a nearby zoo for
examination, where it will be kept
until the authorities decide its fate.
{ i A census carried out
in 2015 by the Wildlife
Institute of India estimated that
aleopard population of between
12,000 and 14,000 was living in
the wild across the country.

NETHERLANDS

Dutch skaters take to Austrian
lake for marathon competition

By Lisi Niesner
IN TECHENDOR

six inches. The Dutch meteorologi-
cal institute KNMI predicted in
2007 that there would be only four
races this century, compared
with 15 in the 20th century.

No such problems af-

Enterprising Dutch ice skat-
ers, frustrated by their
country’s mild winters,

have created a reliable 4 fect the Weissensee
back-up for the all- /¥ (left), alake in the south-
important Elfsteden- | % ern Austria state of
tocht-onalakeinthe | Carinthia, which freez-
Austrian Alps. es over every winter.

It’s a race that origi-
nally linked 11 towns in
the Netherlands via fro-
zen canals, but milder winters
mean that it is now rare for ice to
form to the required thickness of

Instead of one big

~"loop through the north-

ern Netherlands, the 4,000

skaters taking part do 16 laps

of an eight-mile circuit winding
across the lake. REUTERS

RUSSIA

Athletes found
guilty of doping
By Oliver Barnes

Twelve Russian track-and-field
athletes, including the 2012
Olympic high jump champion
Ivan Ukhov, have been found
guilty of taking part in state-
backed doping.

The Switzerland-based
Court of Arbitration for Sport
said that Ukhov had been
disqualified from the London
Olympics, while hammer
thrower Tatyana Lysenko and
high jumper Svetlana Shkolina
have also been disqualified
after winning gold at the 2013
World Championships.

JAPAN

Police investigate sale of
‘uraniun?’ in online auction

By Oliver Barnes

Japanese police have launched an
investigation into an alleged online
sale of uranium.

Police are questioning the seller and
bidders on the item that was listed on
Yahoo's auction site as “Uranium 99.9
per cent” in 2017. The auction page
contained a picture of the chemical in
powdered form inside a glass tube.

Japan’s Nuclear Regulation Author-
ity (NRA) was tipped off about the sale
not long after it went live.

“We were asked, ‘Is it OK? How is
it possible?” We immediately called
Yahoo!, which then took down the
product,” an NRA official said.

Early tests, carried out on the
powder by the Japan Atomic Energy
Agency have reportedly confirmed
that it was uranium, but authorities
are as yet unsure whether the urani-
um was enriched or not.

Enriched uranium is up to

50 times more radioactive than
natural uranium.

The seller allegedly wrote on the
site that he had purchased the radio-
active material outside of Japan.

Uranium is strictly regulated in
Japan. Being caught in possession of
it canresult in a jail sentence of a year
or a fine of Yim (£7,000).

Only businesses with a special li-
cense are permitted to handle ura-
nium and other radioactive materials.

Last year, it emerged that Japan had
amassed enough plutonium to make
6,000 atomic bombs, as part of a pro-
gram to fuel its nuclear plants.

Japan has long been the only non-
nuclear-armed country with a pro-
gram to reprocess spent nuclear fuel
from its power plants into plutonium.
The reprocessing is meant to create
anew and emissions-free fuel source
for resource-poor Japan. But concern
is growing that its stockpile is vulnera-
ble to terrorists and natural disasters.

Travel Offer

Bob Green

Steam
DayTrip
From

£109pp

- - 1

The Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express
Steam over the Settle & Carlisle Line

Saturday 2nd, 23rd February and 2nd March 2019

Departing London Euston 07:10, Watford Jn* 06:40, Milton Keynes 08:00,
Northampton* 07:40, Rugby 08:25, Nuneaton 08:45 (times approx)

Join us for an exciting steam journey over the world famous Settle and Carlisle Line
and across the dramatic Cumbrian Fells. Our special train will speed north hauled
by electric loco to Carnforth. From there historic steam locomotive 45699 Galatea
or 45690 Leander will take over for the climb up to Grayrigg, through beautiful Lune
Gorge and up to Shap summit. After crossing the Cumbrian Fells we will stop at
ancient border city Carlisle where you can explore the castle, cathedral, museum or
shops. On the return we will steam over the scenic Settle & Carlisle Line, including
Ais Gill - the highest railway summit in England - the iconic Ribblehead Viaduct and

magnificent Three Peak views.
Priceincludes:

v Standard £109pp/£332 family - a reserved seat usually at a table for four
v First £164pp/£489 family - includes morning coffee with a muffin, afternoon tea

and coffee with a cake and a biscuit

v Premier £264pp/£798 family - a full English breakfast and a four course dinner

silver served at your seat

Enjoy The i £10pp discount when you book using code GHA

Passengers from *Watford Jn will travel to Milton Keynes by service train to join our train and passengers from **Northampton will
travel by service train to and from Rugby. Buffet car available. Junior fares available. Tables for two can be guaranteed in First/Premier
for a £25pp supplement subject to availability. Organised by The Railway Touring Company. The Railway Touring Company’s Standard
Conditions of Booking and Travel apply - see website or brochure for details.

For more information or to book, please call:

01553 661 500 use code GHA

or visit: www.railwaytouring.net

THE RAILWAY TOURING Co




