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HOLLYWOOD CONNECTION

Melvin Weinberg, 89, lives in Titusville. He is portrayed by actor Christian Bale in the critically acclaimed film
“American Hustle.” Here, he stands next to a poster signed by the cast. TiM SHORTT/FLORIDA TODAY

Brevard man mspires
‘American Hustle’

Characters portrayed by Oscar-nominated
Christian Bale and Amy Adams live in Titusville

By Jennifer Sangalang and Pam Harbaugh
FLORIDA TODAY

“American Hustle” (R) : A con man, Irving
Rosenfeld, along with his seductive British part-

in the grave and the other on a ner, Sydney Prosser, is forced to work for a wild

banana peel, and everybody’s FBI agent, Richie DiMaso. DiMaso pushes them
pushin’.” ’ into a world of New Jersey powerbrokers and

He lives in Titusville, but mafia. 138 minutes. Christian Bale, Amy Adams,

his story is global, thanks to the attention fo- Bradley Cooper co-star. !.ocal theaters: Merritt
cused on “American Hustle,” the critically ac- Square 16, Avenue 16, Cinemaworld 16
claimed, Oscar-nominated film loosely
based on Weinberg’s involvement with
Abscam, a federal sting operation in
the late 1970s and early ’80s. Oscar-win-
ner Christian Bale portrays Weinberg,
renamed Irving Rosenfeld in the
movie.

The former con man (he calls him-
self that) speaks frankly — many of his
tales are unprintable — as he reflects
on his time working for the FBI, Ab-
scam and his ex-wives. He makes no se-
cret of the fact that he’s loving the at-
tention.

Best actress nominee Amy Adams
plays Sydney Prosser in the movie, and she’s
based on Weinberg’s third ex-wife, Evelyn. They
divorced in 1998, but were on-again, off-again
until she eventually bought a house a few streets
away in Titusville in 2009. Weinberg remains
protective of Evelyn and did not want to talk
about her.

el Weinberg sums up life in a
sentence: “At 89, I got one foot

y
Christian Bale, left, as Irving Rosenfeld, Amy
Adams as Sydney Prosser, and Bradley

Cooper as Richie Dimaso in a scene from
"American Hustle." sONY PICTURES

Scan the code or visit
floridatoday.com to see our video
interview with Mel Weinberg

See HUSTLE, Page 6A
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Gun rights

¥ group files

lawsuit vs.
E. Florida

Activist group claims
Brevard college’s gun
policy breaks state law

By Mackenzie Ryan
FLORIDA TODAY

A gun-rights group filed a
lawsuit against Eastern Florida
State College on Monday, claim-
ing that its policies about pos-
sessing a gun on campus violate
state law.

Members of Florida Carry
Inc., formed in 2010 to fight gun-
control laws and regulations, in-
clude students and employees at
the college. The lawsuit was
filed on their behalf, although in-
dividuals were not named for
fear of retaliation, according to
court documents.

The lawsuit, filed in Brevard
County circuit court, comes af-
ter the college’s gun policy was
spotlighted following a shooting
at the school Thursday. College
leaders have said they are in the
midst of revising the policy,
which prohibits students from
possessing guns or other weap-
ons on campus. They say the pol-
icy could be updated as early as
this week.

Palm Bay Police say Amado
Contreras, 25, and his 24-year-
old brother, Landyer, attacked
student Landrick Hamilton, 24,
with a pool cue near a college
building.

Authorities say Hamilton got
a gun from his car and fired one
shot, hitting Contreras, who was
taken to a hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries.

All three men in the fight are
claiming self-defense. The State
Attorney’s Office has not yet de-
cided whether to file charges.

“We’re not commenting on
the incident until all the facts are
known. We don’t know if that was
appropriate or not,” said Sean
Caranna, executive director of
Florida Carry.

“What we do know is that the
university released a statement
... that they had not changed
their policy,” he said. “That was
completely inappropriate.”

Eastern Florida had delayed
revising the policy even after a
1st District Court of Appeal rul-
ing in December said colleges
and universities cannot stop in-
dividuals from storing guns in

See GUNS, Page 6A

Airport, FAA seek solution to construction conflict

By Stacey Barchenger hangar, valued at about $8 mil-
FLORIDA TODAY lion. The FAA in November sent
the airport an objection letter

Federal authorities have halting “vertical construction”

asked the Melbourne Interna-
tional Airport to stop construc-
tion on a hangar, citing concerns
the building would impair a sig-
nal from a navigation system.
Airport officials say they are
working with the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and expect
to reach an agreement within a
week to prevent any delay of
construction of the MidairUSA
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indefinitely.

“As a result of the aeronauti-
cal study, the FAA determined
that the proposed structure
would be a hazard to air naviga-
tion,” an FAA statement says.
“The FAA has requested addi-
tional information, and is work-
ing on a plan to mitigate the

See AIRPORT, Page 7A

FUEL SAVER PACKAGE
- OIL CHANGE
« TIRE ROTATION & TIRE PRESSURE CHECK
« BRAKE INSPECTION
« MULTI-POINT INSPECTION
« FLUID TOP-OFF
« BATTERY TEST
« FILTER CHECK
 BELTS & HOSES CHECK

After Rebate 529.95

*Retail purchases only. Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® Synthetic Blend Oil and Motorcraft® oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles, and
disposal fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. Rebate must be submitted by 4/30/13. See Service Advisor for vehicle exclusions

and rebate details. Offer valid with coupon. Expires 2/28/14. **Source: Based on EPA fuel ecomony 2010 MY data.

BRAKE SERVICE

EXPIRES 2/28/14

MidairUSA
services large
jets at
Melbourne
International
Airport. FAA
officials are
concerned
construction of
a hangar for
the company
will obstruct a
navigational
aid at the
airport. FILE

BATTERIES

EXPIRES 2/28/14




