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Are you better off than you 
were four years ago? 

During a presidential de-
bate in 1980, Ronald 
Reagan asked that 
question. It helped 
him win his elec-
tion. Perhaps four 
or five out of a hun-
dred of you can hon-
estly claim that, yes, 
things are much bet-
ter in 2020 than they 
were in 2016. The rest 
of us cannot. 

Millions of us have caught 
the COVID-19 virus, almost 
200,000 have died so far, 
over 15 million have lost their 
jobs, millions more face mort-
gage shortages or eviction, 
the USPS has been sabotaged 
to make voting much more 
difficult. Trump has lied or 
misled us more than 20,000 
times so far. Biden has empa-
thy and a good record of bi-
partisan cooperation. He will 
also address the need to re-
verse climate change which 
has brought us an early, harsh 
hurricane season, enormous 
wildfires, and coastal flood-
ing. His choice is cooperation 
rather than division.

Trump’s older sister, Mary-
anne Trump Barry, was taped 
talking about her brother: “All 
he wants to do is appeal to 
his base. He has no principles. 
None. None. And his base, I 
mean my God, if you were a 
religious person, you want to 
help people. Not do this.” 

She reaffirmed that Trump 
paid someone to take his SATs 
to go to Fordham University, 
adding that she frequently 
did his homework for him. He 
“has no principles” and people 
“can’t trust him.” She went on 
to say, “I’m talking too freely, 
but you know. The change of 
stories. The lack of prepara-
tion. The lying. Holy (s—t).”

Barry is a retired judge who 
ruled on immigration cases 
and admitted shame that 
DonnyT put children in cages 
at the border. Trump routinely 
skips daily classified briefs. 
“He doesn’t read,” she said. He 
prefers spoken reports and of-
ten claims to know more than 
the experts.

Companies led by 
Trump filed for bankruptcy 
six times. These involved ca-
sinos and hotels. He in-
vested very little of his own 
money while collecting mil-
lions of dollars in salaries, bo-
nuses and special payments. 
Investors and relatives were 
left with the tab. Barry com-

plained that, “He once tried to 
take credit for me.”

Barry adds weight to Mary 
Trump’s expose in her re-
cent book, “Too Much, 
and Never Enough.” In 
it she describes Trump’s 
failures in business, how 
his father kept bailing 
him out, and cheating 
his partners, workers and 
clients. “I couldn’t have 
anticipated how many 
people would willingly 

enable his worst instincts, 
which have resulted in gov-
ernment-sanctioned kidnap-
ping of children, detaining 
refugees at the border, and 
the betrayal of our allies and 
other atrocities.”

Maryanne Trump Barry 
and Mary Trump are close 
relatives who have witnessed 
Trump’s true persona and re-
gard him as dangerous to our 
democracy. Add to that simi-
lar discussions by associates, 
staff members and Republi-
can politicians who now dis-
tance themselves from Don-
nyT. 

A recent example — former 
chief of staff at Trump’s De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity, Miles Taylor, stated 
that Trump had offered of-
ficials pardons in exchange 
for possibly illegal actions 
at the border. This would, in 
fact, be illegal.

The Republican Conven-
tion was a hollow sham with-
out a political platform, a rud-
derless Titanic. “DonnyT kin 
do just ‘bout anythin’ wot he 
wants!” Dozens of family, co-
horts, and hacks brushed 
away Trump’s failures and 
made absurd claims about his 
opposition. 

Joe Biden does not want to 
defund police, take away all 
guns, eliminate the suburbs 
or want Medicare for every-
one. Unlike Trumpublicans he 
wants fairness for all citizens, 
fair elections, uniform decent 
policing, improved living con-
ditions for minorities, a na-
tional plan for dealing with 
the pandemic and reopen-
ing the economy, reestablish-
ing relations with our allies 
and standing up to our adver-
saries.

Four more years of Don-
ald Trump will undo what the 
Founding Fathers had set in 
motion. Apply for your ballot, 
fill it out and mail it or put in 
in a drop-box by Oct. 26!

Ed Fisher writes a weekly 
column for the Morning Sun.
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Are you better 
off right now?

Cartoonist’s take

The two political conventions 
are finally over. To paraphrase 
Charles Dickens, one 
convention promoted the 
best of times, the other 
the worst of times.

If you are a Demo-
crat, or a virulent anti-
Trumper (not necessar-
ily the same), you saw 
their virtual convention 
paint a picture of Amer-
ica that was depressing 
to the core. Nothing is work-
ing. We are a people carrying 
the permanent stain of systemic 
racism, full of hate, police bru-
tality and hopelessness, at least 
while Donald Trump remains 
president.

If you are a Republican, you 
saw a convention portraying 
America coming back from the 
pandemic — economically and 
spiritually (the names of God 
and Jesus Christ were men-
tioned favorably more than 
once). Our best days are ahead 
of us said speaker after speaker 
unless Joe Biden, whom Trump 
has portrayed as the “Trojan 
Horse” for Bernie Sanders, Al-
exandria Ocasio-Cortez and the 
rest of the far-left extremists 
prevail in the November elec-
tion.

For the Republicans it was 
a diagnosis. For Democrats it 
sounded like an autopsy.

Ann Dorn, the widow of a re-
tired Black police officer killed 

amid protests and looting in 
St. Louis, spoke movingly at 

the RNC about her hus-
band, David Dorn. To an-
archists some Black lives 
appear to be more equal 
than others and their ha-
tred for police officers 
dulls any compassion for 
cops who daily put their 
lives in jeopardy to de-
fend especially minori-
ties and their neighbor-

hoods.
Writing in National Review, 

Kathryn Jean Lopez said: “This 
is where Democrats failed — 
as they attacked Trump, they 
didn’t leave room for something 
other than anger, or even own-
ing up to their own mistakes.”

Among those mistakes is 
peddling the notion that gov-
ernment can fix problems such 
as racism, income disparity 
and crime. If government could 
solve these problems, would 
it not have done so by now? 
We have seen trillions of dol-
lars spent on dubious anti-pov-
erty and racial justice govern-
ment programs. Laws have been 
passed. Studies have been done. 
White papers have been writ-
ten. Not much seems to have 
changed in the eyes of Demo-
crats, though in fact much has 
changed for the better.

How does legislation or 
money create a stable family 
that includes a loving father in 

the home with proper discipline 
for his children? Who teaches 
ways to overcome bad circum-
stances, not just the words of 
an anthem?

The personal example of Sen. 
Tim Scott (R-SC), the chamber’s 
only Black Republican, should 
be taught everywhere. It was 
Scott who co-authored a po-
lice reform bill that Democrats 
walked away from because, he 
said, they wanted the issue, not 
a solution. In one of the best 
lines at the RNC convention, 
Scott said he went “from cotton 
to Congress” in one lifetime.

Then there was the sparkling 
personality of 34-year-old Dan-
iel Cameron, attorney general of 
Kentucky. Cameron eviscerated 
Joe Biden, who has said peo-
ple like him “ain’t Black” if they 
can’t decide whether to vote for 
him, or President Trump: “Mr. 
Vice President look at me, I am 
Black. We are not all the same, 
sir. I am not in chains. My mind 
is my own. And you can’t tell 
me how to vote because of the 
color of my skin.”

Can I get an Amen?
Which tale of the two con-

ventions — sad or optimistic — 
will prevail? We’ll know in two 
months, maybe. As for me and 
my house, we are embracing the 
optimistic tale.

Readers may email Cal Thomas 
at tcaeditors@tribpub.com.
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A tale of two conventions

Across the globe, and in 
our own community, the year 
2020 has tested us in many 
ways. Yet, during these chal-
lenging times we have wit-
nessed how people come to-
gether to assist each other. 
An easy way to help your 
neighbor, and our commu-
nity for the next 10 years is to 
complete the 2020 U.S. Cen-
sus before September 30, 
2020.

By simply answering 10 
short questions you have 
the power to ensure the Mt. 
Pleasant area receives: 

• Fair representation in 
federal and state government.

• Proper funding of pro-
grams such as Medicaid, 
Medicare, Pell Grants and 
Food Assistance Programs.

• Quality highway and in-
frastructure systems.

Currently, our communi-
ty’s self-response rate is not 

only lagging behind the State 
of Michigan and neighboring 
communities, but we are be-
hind where we were for the 
2010 U.S. Census. It is imper-
ative each and every house-
hold is counted. It is critical 
your household is counted. 

Please take a few min-
utes today to complete your 
2020 U.S. Census. Respond-
ing is easy, whether online at 
my2020census.gov, over the 
phone at 844-330-2020, or by 
answering the door for your 
U.S. Census representative. 
Answering ten short ques-
tions today will make a posi-
tive difference in your neigh-
borhood, and the entire Mt. 
Pleasant community for the 
next decade.

Thank you in advance for 
your assistance.

Mt. Pleasant Complete Count 
Committee

By Conor Norris  
and Edward Timmons
Special to MediaNews Group

 By throwing nearly a mil-
lion workers in Michigan out 
of work, the economic damage 
caused by COVID-19 highlights 
the need to remove regulatory 
barriers to employment.

Many of those who will be 
looking to return to work will 
be blocked by occupational li-
censing laws. The newly pro-
posed SB 40 would help prevent 
new barriers from being added 
and will remove some of them 
in the future.

Occupational licensing laws 
can be thought of as a permis-
sion slip by government needed 
to work in a field. They require 
education, exams, and fees to 
try to protect consumers. How-
ever, these barriers to entry are 
often onerous. And these hur-
dles make it difficult to enter a 
field, restricting the number of 
professionals. Normally, this re-
sults in higher prices for con-
sumers.

But we’re not in normal 
times. COVID-19 and the lock-
downs have thrown many out 
of work, who are and will con-
tinue to be looking to return 
to work and restart small busi-
nesses. Occupational licens-
ing requirements pose a serious 
burden for those currently out 
of work looking to find work in 
licensed professions. For some-
one who has been out of work 
since February, going through 

the process of taking more time 
off for education, studying for 
exams, and paying fees may be 
too much, forcing them to look 
elsewhere or remain unem-
ployed.

As we recover from CO-
VID-19, the effects on aspiring 
professionals and consumers 
are harmful for all Michigan 
residents. But a new bill pro-
posed by the Michigan legisla-
ture aims to mitigate this, mak-
ing it easier to return to work.

When proposing a new li-
censing related law, the bill 
would force the legislature to 
consider alternatives, instead of 
assuming that licensing would 
be the best option. The goal 
is to use the least restrictive 
means of regulation. Support-
ers must articulate the problem 
and use data to show it’s wide-
spread. This way, the law will 
be better designed to solve the 
actual problems facing Michi-
gan residents. The hope is that 
it will result in fewer, better 
regulations.

SB 40 also requires that 
the commission compare pro-
posed licensing laws to other 
states. Too often, state legisla-
tures ignore how other states li-
cense professions. This causes 
a wide discrepancy in who gets 
licensed and the requirements 
that professions face. This vari-
ation between states makes it 
more difficult to move to a new 
state for work.

It also requires that the com-
mission reviews one fifth of li-

censed professions each year. 
The review will focus on the is-
sue licensing would solve, try-
ing to find the least restrictive 
means to ensure that consum-
ers receive the best service pos-
sible.

For instance, if the main con-
cern is health and safety from 
potential dangers in the prem-
ises, instead of requiring licens-
ing we could use health and 
safety inspections. This would 
remove unnecessary barriers to 
entry for aspiring professionals, 
while still ensuring consumer 
safety.

What does this proposed law 
really mean? It makes sure any 
new barrier to entry into a pro-
fession is truly necessary. It also 
helps lawmakers design laws 
better suited to actual problems 
facing Michigan residents. Fi-
nally, it reviews the old laws al-
ready on the books to make 
sure they are serving a purpose 
and do so in the best way.

Now more than ever, we 
need to remove roadblocks that 
keep people from returning to 
work. SB 40 will ensure that 
we do not add any more to pre-
vent those out of work from CO-
VID-19 to find a new profession.

Conor Norris is a research 
analyst and Edward Timmons 
is director of the Knee Center 
for the Study of Occupational 
Regulation. Timmons is also 
professor of economics at Saint 
Francis University in Loretto, 
Pennsylvania.
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Michigan aims to remove barriers to work
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Completing Census is 
vital to community — 
and time is running out
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