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THE former BT phone box
in Wood Lane, Kidmore
End, has been given a new
lease of life — as one of the
smallest venues in this
year’s Oxfordshire Artweeks
festival. The kiosk will be
displaying the ceramic work
of local potter, Debbie Page,
who lives nearby. Opening
hours are 11am to 8pm
today (Friday) and 11am to
6pm tomorrow and Sunday.
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Bond director’s charity
gig is for your ears only
IT was a scene that had the
entire cinema audience on its
feet and cheering — including
the heir to the throne.

The year was 1977 and Prince
Charles was attending a screening
of the new James Bond film, The
Spy Who Loved Me, starring Roger
Moore in his third outing as 007.

The film opens with Bond skiing
off-piste in Austria. As he slaloms
down the snowy mountainside, a
squad of four black-clad Soviet
agents gives pursuit.

Bond kills one using his ski pole
as a weapon but is forced to evade
the others by jumping off a sheer
cliff, seemingly to certain death.

The audience watches breathless
as he plunges through the icy air,
only for his backpack to suddenly
burst open — unfurling into a
colourful Union Jack parachute.

Movie executive Charles Juroe
was among those present that
evening. He said: “I have never
seen a reaction in the cinema as
there was that night. You couldn’t
help it. You could not help but
stand up. Even Prince Charles
stood up.”

The Spy Who Loved Me was
directed by Lewis Gilbert, but the
celebrated pre-title sequence was
the work of the second unit
director, John Glen.

Glen, who also edited the film,
later went on to direct all five
Bonds made in the Eighties — Fo r
Your Eyes Only, Octopussy, A View
to a Kill, The Living Daylights and
Licence to Kill, the latter two
starring Timothy Dalton.

He had previously directed the
second unit on 1969’s On Her
Majesty’s Secret Service, but it was
his work on The Spy Who Loved Me
that most impressed Bond producer
Cubby Broccoli.

“It was Cubby’s favourite scene,”
says John, who recently moved to
Henley with his wife Janine. “It was
one of two favourite scenes he had
— the other one was where Sean
Connery is on the bench with
Goldfinger looking on and they’ve
got the laser that’s going to cut him
in half. Connery says ‘You expect
me to talk?’ and Goldfinger says
‘No, Mr Bond, I expect you to die.’”

Back to The Spy Who Loved Me.
It turns out that the parachute
scene was shot in Baffin Island in

High flier: John Glen with Timothy Dalton on the set of Licence to Kill. Dalton, who took over from Roger Moore, was the fifth film actor to play Bond
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Canada’s Northwest Territories,
while the ski pursuit was filmed in
St Moritz, Switzerland.

“It was June,” says John of the
Canadian shoot. “Their summer, so
about as warm as it gets, and there’s
a mountain there with a 7,500ft
precipice and this crazy skier [Rick
Sylvester] reckoned he could ski off
it with a parachute.

“We went out on a recce and
found this place after a great deal
of difficulty — and it was quite a
difficult scene to do because we
were just basically doing the one
shot, which was him skiing off this
huge mountain.

“I had quite a small unit — two
helicopters and I suppose about 14
people — and it took me about
three weeks to get the shot.

“Fortunately they didn’t have any
telephones in Pangnirtung, so I
escaped all the messages coming
from Pinewood saying why aren’t
you coming back, why is it taking so
long? All those sort of pressures.

“And then the rest of the scene —
it was fantastic, actually. When I got
back to Pinewood with this shot it
was so successful and Roger Moore
came in and he loved it.

“The studio heads came down
and looked at the film and they
kept saying ‘Can we run it again,

can we run it again?’ I was
frightened we were going to wear
the film out before we even got to
use it in the picture. Anyway, they
were so pleased with it they asked
me to shoot the rest of the action
sequence — the chase that leads up
to it — in St Moritz.

“A good friend of mine, Willie
Bogner, was a world class skier. He
could ski backwards or forwards
with a camera slung under his legs
and you’d get some fantastic
moving shots.

“So I used him — he was brilliant
— plus a Swiss cameraman that I’d
used on On Her Majesty’s Secret
Service, and we produced a fantastic
sequence up on the glacier.

“But we got maroooned up there
one night and most of the crew had
to spend the night on the mountain
— they had to build a little snow
hut and walk around all night
slapping their arms around their
chests to keep warm.”

Now 86, John has left his days of
snowy adventure behind him,
though he remains a keen golfer
and has played at Huntercombe
Golf Club in Nuffield, where 007
author Ian Fleming was a member
for 32 years until his death in 1964.

At the start of the now-famous
golf match in Goldfinger, Bond tells
his adversary that he played off
nine at Huntercombe — a handicap
he shared with his creator.

At 33, John’s handicap is a bit
higher than that these days. “I’m

awful, but I was a bit better than
that previously.” That said, he’s still
a good sport when it comes to
helping others.

On Thursday, June 6, he is giving
a talk about his life and career at
the Kenton Theatre in aid of the
Chiltern Centre for disabled
children in Chilterns End Close.

The “evening with” event starts
at 7.30pm and will be hosted by
Bond girl Jenny Hanley, who
co-starred in On Her Majesty’s
Secret Service and used to live in
Sonning.

John, whose memoir For My Eyes
Only was published in 2001, admits
he will be re-reading the book to
refresh his memory.

“I’m really glad I wrote it,” he
says, “because I never kept a diary
and as you get older you forget a lot
of things — one film merges into
another and places the same. So it’s
great to have done it and actually
got something in print.”

With Jenny asking the questions
and John answering them, there
will also be some cinematic visuals
to enjoy on the night.

“I won’t run much,” says John,
“but I will run a couple of
sequences and talk about them and
invite the audience to ask about
them. The Octopussy opening
sequence is what I have in mind,
and then after I finish that I’ll
probably run The Spy Who Loved
Me opening sequence with the
Union Jack parachute.”

As the editor of Moonraker, John
was responsible for making it
appear that a pigeon in St Mark’s
Square in Venice had done a
double-take when Bond’s gondola
transforms into a hovercraft.

“Every director has got a
personal thing they put in their
films, a little signature, and mine
was the pigeon,” he laughs. “If
people ask me why I always say it’s
because they’re freely available and
they’re cheap! Wherever you are in
the world you can always get
pigeons.”

l Tickets for “An Evening with
John Glen” are £20. The event
starts at 7.30pm and has a running
time of 120 minutes, including an
interval. For more information and
to book, call the Kenton box office
on (01491) 575698 or visit
www.kentontheatre.co.uk

Licence to thrill: John Glen is giving a talk in aid of the Chiltern Centre at
the Kenton Theatre on Thursday, June 6. Bond girl Jenny Hanley will host

Quintet are fired up
for church concert

A SAXOPHONE and string
ensemble will play the first
in a new series of summer
concerts at St Mary the
Virgin in Hambleden next
Saturday (May 25)

Led by Edward Leaker,
the head of woodwind and
jazz at Wells Cathedral
School, Blaze specialise in
fusing classical and popular
idioms using the sound of
the soprano saxophone with
a string quartet.

Next week’s concert,
which starts at 7.30pm, will
see the group drawing on
influences including
Albinoni, Bax and Coldplay.

Concert organiser
Christine Wells said: “An
exciting and innovative new

Sax appeal: Blaze play Hambleden Church next Saturday

Horse-loving artist
will be at full gallop
AN artist who specialises in
painting horses in strong,
colourful acrylic inks and
paints is exhibiting at the
Old Fire Station Gallery
until Tuesday (May 21).

Helena Levett lives in
Burghfield near Reading
but has strong links to
Henley as she previously
spent nine years working as
an art therapist at Headway
Thames Valley, based in
Greys Road.

She said: “Teaching art to
people with head injuries
was very rewarding and it
was great to be able to
share my love of art.”

Titled “Humans, Horses
and Hedonism”, the
exhibition opened yesterday
(Thursday) at the Market
Place exhibition space
behind the town hall.

Helena said: “My recent
work shows my love of
colour and strong linear
drawing featuring horses.

“The colourful style is my
favourite type of work but I
also paint many detailed
animal portrait
commissions in pencil,
watercolours, oils or
acrylics.”

Explaining the title of her
exhibition, which is open
daily and is free to enter,
Helena added: “Artists, like
many people, face the
dilemma of whether to
record the rich life that
goes on around us or just
enjoy the human experience
by living in the moment.
Unwilling to waste a minute
of my life, I paint by
transcribing strong,

graphic images in a
disciplined way and then
applying colour freely onto
the paper or canvas. Mostly
this produces interesting
works and sometimes they
are quite aesthetic.

“I get a lot of enjoyment
from mixing colours,
especially when there is an
element of surprise in the
result.

“For subjects I usually
choose the natural world,
horses and people. It is
always a challenge to record
these accurately and give
them a dynamic quality.”

For more information
and to view examples of
Helena’s work, visit
w w w. h e l e n a l e v e t t . c o m

Creative: Helena Levett with
one of her equine paintings

ensemble, Blaze will
perform a fusion of
classical, jazz and popular
music using the beautiful
sound of the soprano
saxophone with strings.

“Subsequent concerts will
feature a baroque quartet of
recorder, violin, cello and
theorbo, Neil Aston and the
Antonin Quartet playing
Mozart, Dvorak and Weber,
the Syrinx Trio and the
Aber Valley Male Voice
C h o i r. ”

Tickets are £15 from
Hambleden Stores or on the
door. There is free entry for
under-18s.

For more information,
visit www.edwardleaker.com/
projects/blaze

Phone box is gallery

On call: potter Debbie Page
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